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Humbock Whole lobtqiling O p. Gill
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Southern Rlghr Whote blow O p. Gill
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Blue whgle (Eoloenopfero musculus)
The Blue whole is the biggest onimol thot hos ever lived
on eorth! They come to soulhwest Victorio between November
ond Mon when the Bonney Upwelling brings cold, rich woter
onto ïhe continentql shelf, stimuloting on explosion of plonkton,
which feeds vosî sworms of smoll crustqcêo-m cclled krill. Blue

wholes gulp huge mouthfuls of seowoter ond kritl into lheir
vost exponding throot pouches, ond filter out the krill with

their fibrous boleen, which hongs from the upper iow. Â, lorge
Blue whole moy eot 3-4 lonnes of plonkton eoch doy. This

is one of only o hondful of Blue whole feeding oreos in the

SouThern Hemisphere, ond one of the few oreos in Austrolio
where Blue wholes moy be frequently sighted f rom heodlonds
such os Cope Nelson ond

Cope Bridgewoier. They

sometimes come very close

to shore but ore often
severol km offshore - look
for their toll strong blows
ond silver - grey bodies.

Blue wholes ore olso
lhe loudest onimols on
eorth, with colls louder
thon o iet oircroft. These

simplg repetitive very low
frequency sounds moy
be used to noYigote, to
locqte food ond to qttroct

ond find motes over long
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distqnces. They spend the winter breeding seoson somewhere
in the tropics. The Blue whole's skin is usuolly grey with pole
or dork spots, but often oppeors luminous blue underwoter.
Blue wholes grow to 25 metres or more ond often weigh well
over I OO tonnes. For their size they hove o very smoll dorsol
fin, locoted obovl 3/a of the woy toword the toil. Their'pecs'
ore up to 7m wide. Blue wholes hove o loyer of insuloting
blubber obout l2cm thick, ond moy live to 80 or more yeors.

This brochure is o Moyne Shire Council, Port Fôriry.-Çoost Action 
. _._.-...,,.'...,

Group ond Bridgewoter Boy Coost Action Group proiect v/iÎh

funding ftom th9,Ay{9!ig1 Government Envirofund progrom.
Proiéetr'Co,-oiuitiô'iot, Louise Shebo Proiect

touise,Shébôi'CliiisfiÀo Sounders, Wolter
Mondy Wotson (Dept. of Sustoino
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