
Cope Bridgewoter

Portlond Victorio
Austrolio

Portlond - Viclorio's Birlhploce
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CAPE BRIDGEWATER THE VOLCANO

The Greot Cliff of Cope Bridgewoler gives o
foscinoting view inlo lhe inside of o volcono
becouse o foull line hos split the love vents down
the iniddle. A wolk oround the Cope will loke you

to o ronge of volconic feotures încluding lovo
flows, column lovo. blow holes, gos bubbles, lovo
dykes ond specloculor scorio croter.
Aboui 1 million yeors ogo, during Pleistocene
times, o lorge ASH CATDERA or MAAR, wos

erupting in whot is now Bridgewoter Boy. The wolls

of the coldero were built from loyer upon loyer of
VOICANIC ASH. or TUFF, from successive eruptions.
The luff from C. Bridgewoler is yellow ochre in

colour. The violent eruptions blew osh thousonds
of feet into the olr ond olso blew out lorger pieces

of rock including VOICANIC BOMBS.

Rising Seo levels during loler Pleistocene iimes built
o bridge of sond dunes between C. Bridgewoter
ond the moinlond coost. These hove been
hordened by roinfoll ond groundwoter into dunes
of SANDY IIMESTONE known os DUNE

CAICARENITE. Overlying these, in ploces, ore

more modern Holocene sondy dunes. Woter
percoloting through the limeslone hos creoted o
voriety of formotions including the Pelrified Forest,

Coves, Springs ond Blowholes.

The Bridgewoter Foult split the VENTS of the Loterol
Cones. The coldero to the eosi subsided ond wos

breoched by the seo. The sofl osh loyers were
eosily eroded owoy by powerful woves.
Protected by the loyers of BASALT ond SCORIA ihe
IAVA FIOW to the wesi resisied erosion ond Cope
Bridgewoler become o volconic islond. The block
bosolt of the vents con be seen rising in the cliffs

below Stony Hill through loyers of osh.

Cope Bridgewoter, once o volconic islond,
ond is locoted o short 20 minute drive from
Portlond. Along the rood from Portlond you
moy see mony stone ruins in poddocks which
ore o reminder of ihe oreo's .l840's 

forming
post.

There is o voriety of Accommodotion
ovoiloble of Cope Bridgewoter; for o
comprehensive list contoct the Portlond
Visitor lnformotion Centre

For more informotion on Cope Bridgewoter ond Portlond &
Surrounds, contoct ony of the Discovery Coosi Visi'for

lnformotion Centres.

Portlond - Lee Breokwoter Rd.
Ph" 1800 035 56/

Nelson - Leoke St.
Ph. (08) B73B 405r

CosTerton - Shiels Tce"
Ph. (03) 55Br 2070

Emoil.
portlondvic@glenelg.vic.gov.ou
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