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Crocodites
Estuor.ine [soltwoterJ crocodiles r

lcrgest r"eptiles ond Austrolio's lol

ond freshwoter predotor Theu use stiltness c
comoufloge to hide ond underw
ond tiqhteninq reflexes to kitt

The best way to safely see crocodiles is by
goingon a commercial boat cruise or from
a high point,like Cahill's crossingüewing
platform. The dry season is the besttime to see
them as they coneentrate in shrinkingwater

!:tT -
Aboriginal people are familiarwith the

crocodiles on their land. Large crocodiles
are respeetedwhile smaller crocodiles are
sometimes eaten. Crocodile eggs are collected
for food.

Young people are not allowed to eat crocodile
intestines. These are reserved for the elderly,
who fill them with crocodile fat and roast them.
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i AN OLD BAD|IIARDI illAN SpIAKS ABCUT CRCIODILES i

ln the Creotion Ero. o mon wos kitted bg Gingo the flrst cr"ocodile. white he ond
his wife were hunting for turtle in on escorpment poolThe womon knew her
husbond wos deod when she sow his flooting intestines.

Ginqo. the estuorine (soltwoterJ crocodile, went down to the lowlonds to
live in the rivers ond wcterholes of the floodptoins, while ff]od;onki, the
smoller freshwoter crocodile, remoined in the escorpment pools

Todog when crocodites ore cut open. their intestines resembte the skutl
of the mon killed Becouse both species of crocodile hove intestines the
some shope theg ore soid to hove o common oncestor
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e
Estuârine Galtwater) crocodile

e
Different crocodile
manElement signs are used
in the park. The brown and
white signs are used near
the escarpment where park
rangers check some rock
pools for estuarine (saltwater)
crocodiles at the end ofeach
wet season, These pools are
closed until Rangers have
completed surveys and are
confident that ttrere are no
signs of estuarine Gaitwater)
crocodiles present. However, br
aware that crocodiles can move
into these areas undetected at
any stage. Not all ofthe rock
pools are checked by rançrs
forcrdcodiles. You enter the
wâter ât vour own
risk.
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i wHrRE cROCODTLES ARE FoUND i rnonrRlrry i

i wo crocodile species live in Australia and Kakadu, the I Few crocodiles reach maturiqr F.grgs drown as ness âre ir estuarine Galnvater) crocodile, Crocodylus porosus, and r submerged duringwet season flooding and small crocodiles I

| freshwater crocodile, Crocodylus johnstoni. I are eaten by goannas, birds, fish, other crocodiles and feral pigs. I

i Frèshwater crocodiles are only found in nofthern i when mature, crocodiles competeu/ith each other forterritory iI Australia. Estuarine (saltwater) crocodiles are also in I sometimes figkingto the deatlr. I

I tndia, Southeast Asia and throughout the Indo-Malaysian I enumberofhrge boss'crocodiles havewellestablished I
r Archipelago to Papua New Guinea. i territories in Kakadu Sometimes over 5 metres long these II Thè rivers in Kakadu were named the AJligator Rivers ' animals have survived years of peer agression to become kings I

lbythecoastalexplorerPhillipParkert<ingirirszowho I intheirhomerânges.§on"r"*rirtôs'forover15years. "l
r assumedthecrocodileshesawwerealligators. L - - - - - - - - ri--- __::-:--:- :----t-----------i FASCINATINGFACTS i

i A CONSERVATION SUCCESS STORY I crocodileancestorslivedbeforetheageofthe Ii Crocodiles are aütal part of the food chain, helpingto r dinosaurs, 135 to 65 million years ago. One of the rI maintain the natural balance of wetland ecosystems. I nrehistoric crocodiles, Phobusuchus, was four times longer I

I netween the 1940s and t960s crocodiles cime close to i itran the largest modern crocodile. r

r extinction as they were hunted for skins and sport. Since r Like all reptiles" crocodiles use the environment to r

I their protection in I97l their numbers have increased to I regulate their body temperature. While basking in the sun, Ii they open their jaws wide to prevent their brains from ;i healthy levels.

i èno«iulÈ niÀùÀsinç*,;_. __._ I îjhkH;#d;*##*"tr#g'im. by,he iI rf, l(aRaou crocooile naDrtats are protected^ano regular I heat of decomposing vegetation. Freshwater crocodiies lay I

|SurVeySmonitortheirnumbersanddistribution.':i;-"^-::::,:::::.:^:
i 
";;i..;;âffiüË;Ëfià ir;îËîiË## inreresr i their eggs in."*- 

"nd,ute the dereated crocc ,

, rowâros peop,e o, r";,-iïsp-!ü;. il;Ët::;Ëiffi;à' ! ,.f*:: ilîiif#irffii:;*: ffi:*:iïff:#[f,ii* i

i iiie::.1?1",'#,'J.'":?,Tffii'I3'#iffXiiXliil3l?f;i,,, i ,Jç*il":"r;:ï:::3lh:f**1:ïJ:::iîl:*i" i
r drsputes' i isL-perhourgoingdownhillintothewater. " 

Ii---- '-r-- ---',
i ESTUARINE OR FRESHWATER CROCODILE? i

hl:tlt<.rrr' sttilLtt

itor.i *f ioi-ti" osi,«lr-L:rnls t-rtt thc

ûn13, a:,,*t :rnci snout above the \yater \.vhen
r*sting at thc surface

ih'ihrr 1,1':' t ir ùl s ;rrrrl lrill;rhongr.
li:;rrl"i lirr:ilri !n dr-lal rivr:rs

Grows to maximilm of about three metres

h,{ay live for ovel" 50 _vears

Feed on rnany srnall animals * {ish, frogs,
lizarcis, snakes, rats, bats, birds and insects

Lay epçgs in sand riurir:g dry seilson

i licgic deoths ond iryuries hove
i occurred in the park due to crocodrle
i ottocks For Uour sofetç plecse read
i ond obeç o[[ crocodile worninÇ srqns

Broad snout

Pronounced raiserl section behind the 'neck'

Lalge cranial plarform extending behind ihe
eye forrns a distinct square patch above the

ryater when resting at the surface

l,ive in lreshlvatc-r rir..ers, coastal ancl open
seas, üdal rivers rnd biliabongs

UIay grow over six metres iong

hitay live for over 70 yeilrs

Feed mostly on f,sh but may take birds,
tuitles and iarge land animals

Col,er eggs rvith mounrls of vegetation along
river banks in wet sc:lsor-l

t For more information contact:
I nowali Visitor Centre, Kakadu National Park
r PO Box 71, Jabiru NT 0886
I r:el, (08) 8939 u20 Fax: (os) sgas uz:
i- -trr39t*idy':"r' 1L yyy 5*:{"::T':i
| @ The Aboriginal Traditional Olr,ners of Kakadu Nâtional Park and the
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