A WHEN and WHERE
to LOOK GUIDE to
SPRING WILDFLOWERS

of =
OXLEY NATURE CENTER

This guide is for you to use. Whether or not you
know the names of any wildflowers , this guide will
help you to identify several of the most common, or
most interesting, flowers of this area. Included are
descriptions, drawings, dates when they are found in
bloom, and the best locations for finding them here
in the Nature Center.

If you have any questions or comments please let

us know, that's why we're here.

Text: Terri Bruner Art: Byron Ball



HENBIT

blooms: Feb. 24-
throughout
summer

found: near
Interpretive
Bldg., along
road and
trail edges 7
Lami :\\“.5
amplexicaule

This member of the
Mustard family has
tiny white flowers
(1/12 in. wide), even
though it may grow

1 foot high. The
triangular pod, sup-
posedly resembling a
medieval shepherd's
purse, can be used
as a pepper-like

seasoning when dried. Capsella

Feeling the square
stem of Henbit will
let you know it's a
member of the Mint
family. The plant is
usually 4-12 inches
high with beautiful
purple flowers. Look
at the flower very
closely for the dark
purple nectar guides.

SHEPHERD' S
PURSE

blooms: Feb. 24-

throughout
summer

found: near
Interpretive
Bldg., along

M%ﬂﬁwv road and

trail edges

bursa-pastoris

RED BUD

blooms: mid-
March to early
May

found: along
entrance road
to Nature Cen-
ter, East edge
of Coal Creek
near marsh,
and throughout
the park

Cercis

canadensis

———— e

This small tree, the
state tree of Okla-
homa, is a member of
the Legume family.

Its abundant purplish-
pink flowers appear
before the heart-
shaped leaves do. The
flowers are very good
to eat as i1s, or toss
them into a salad to
add color and variety.

Another small tree of
the Nature Center,
the plum is a member
of the Rose family.
The clustered white
flowers are very
fragrant and appear
before the leaves.
The small fruits
ripen in the fall.

DOGTOOTH VIOLET
OR TROUT LILY

blooms: last
week of March,
only

found: North
Woods Loop, on the
the loop east of
where the trail
connects to it
(only place its

WILD PLUM

blooms: March
2l--early May

found: Blue
Heron Trail
along Lake
Sherry, and in
the North
Woods

This member of the
Lily family grows to
about 6 in. height,
but when it blooms it
covers the forest
floor by the hundreds.
The drooping white
flowers and brown
mottled leaves make
it a spectacular
sight.

mh¢+5vo:~c21

found in the N.C.) aoidum

The 3/4 in. wide,
violet flowers usually
stand about 5 in. high.
Notice the lower petal
is longer and is
spurred (tube-like).
The heart-shaped
leaves are high in
vitamin C and can be
made into a tea.
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BLUE VIOLET

blooms: last
week of March--
May

found: Green
Dragon and Red
Fox Trails

v@v:oﬁmnem
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March to early
June

found; North
Woods and Red

F trails
o : Phlox

divacricala

Often considered the
harbinger of Spring,
this small pinkish
flower often covers
lawns, standing 3-

8 in. high. The
flowers are small,
only 1/2 - 3/4 in.
wide, but notice

the dark pink veins. Clay

PURPLE DEAD
NETTLE

blooms: end of
March to summer

found: Blue
Heron trail,
directly south-
east of shelter

Lamiumn

pucpuceum

tonia

The phlox stands
erect, about 6-15 in.
high. Its flowers are
3/4 to 1% in. wide,
having five blue
petals. You may also
find the white

trail.

variety on Red Fox i

SPRING BEAUTY

blooms: end of
March to May

found: open
fields, road-
sides

Another member of the |
Mint family, this _
plant is similar in
appearance to henbit, ;
but note the dif-

ference in the leaves.

Its flowers are also

purple.

A member of the Aster
family, this flower
grows from 1 to 3 ft.
tall. Over 100 white
rays surround the
yellow central disk
of the 1/2 to 1 in.
flower heads.

COMMON WOOD
SORREL

blooms: mid-
April through
summer

found: North
and West side
of marsh, ser-
vice road to
shelter

The tiny white flowers
are very similar to
those of Shepherd's
Purse. The easiest

way to differentiate
them is by the pods.
Peppergrass pods are
round and can also

be used as a pepper-
like seasoning.

FLEABANE DAISY

blooms: Mid-
April through
summer

found: widely
scattered
along trails,

mDaeRS open areas
philadelphicus

rnm._n_..:_s

vieg

Also known as sheep
sour, the leaves are
good to eat and have

a sour, green apple,
taste. The yellow
flowers are % 'in.

wide and usually 3-5
in. high. Look also
for the violet flowers
of Oxalis violacea.

PEPPERGRASS

blooms: Mid-
April through
summer

found: around
Interpretive
Bldg., edges
of trails and
roads

InIcuUMm




DUTCHYAN'S PIPE

blooms: Mid-
April through
mid-May

found: on Blue
Heron trail on
the edge of Lake

This twining vine has
large, soft, heart-
shaped leaves. The
flowers are purplish-
brown, 2 in. long,
and look like a Dutch
pipe. It's easiest to
spot the leaves first
and then look for the
flowers, sometimes

A tall (1-3 ft.)
slender plant, you'll
spot them above the
short grasses in
which they're growing.
Look closely at the
hanging white flowers.

PRAIRIE LARKSPUR

blooms: May-
July

found: open
fields, esp.
fields East of
Lake Sherry and

Southeast of {

Sherry, just Lake Yahola

% / hidden by the leaves.
South of the ob- Acislolochia

| Delphinium
servation blind durior ;

This very interesting
plant is similar to
Jack-in-the-pulpit.
The long flower is
named for its resem-
blance to a dragon's
tongue. The plant

- stands 1-4 ft. high.

GREEN DRAGON

blooms: end of
April - May

found: Red Fox
trail, North
Woods trail,

SMALL BINDWEED

blooms: May-
throughout
summer

found: East of

virg scens

A twining vine, Small
Bindweed is a member
of the Morning Glory
family. The white,

funnel-shaped flowers

The seed head is a and Green Dragon Interpretive are 1-1% in. wide.
beautiful deep red, trail (esp. Bldg., roadsides
appearing later in MMMMMM:mMMmmEmwl nowww,sc%w._w
the summer. Acisaama e il s
dracontium

BLUE-EYED
GRASS

blooms: end
of April -
June

found: open,
grassy areas

A member of the Iris

family, this wild-

flower reaches a

height of 6-18 in.

Look for six blue-
_violet petals with

a yellow center.

Also called wild
Petunia, Ruellia is

a tall flower, stand-
ing 1-3 ft. high.
Each plant will have
several long (2 in.),
funnel-shaped, purple
flowers.

SMOOTH RUELLIA

blooms: May-
July

found: in wooded,
shady areas on
North Woods and
Green Dragon
trails

WHJ-.... nchium
campestre

steepans







