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tln 1 986 the CAIXA CATALUNYA bought La Pedrera and began
its restoration. After ten years work, in 1996 it was opened to the
public as a Cultural Centre and very quickly developed into one of
the most important cultural spaces in Barcelona.

La Pedrera is currently the headquarters of Caixa Catalunya's Social

Work division as well as its four foundations:

The Fundaciô Caixa Catalunya (culture)

The Fundaciô Territori i Paisatge (environment)

The Fundaciô Un Sol M6n (chariÿ)
The Fundaciô Viure i Conviure (social care)

:n th* r*rr,"e

ANTONI GAUDi- He was born at Reus on 25th June 1852. ln
1873, he began his studies at the Escola Provincial d'Arquitectura
de Barcelona and qualified as an architect in 1878.

Antoni Gaudl lived the consolidation process of the industrialisation
of Catalonia during the latter half of the 1 9th century and found
his best clients from amongst the Barcelona bourgeoisie and the
Church. The industrialist Eusebi Güell (1 846-1 91 8) became his main
client and patron.

Gaudiwas educated in the spirit of the Catalan Renaxança under
the tutorship of EIies Rogent and Josep Fontseré. He subsequently
paved the way to Modernism, one of the movements that renovated
the architecture of the late 1 9th and the early 2Oth century
throughout Europe, although he never allowed himself to be
constrained by the rules and aesthetics of that movement.

His career was marked by his endeavour to achieve his own
characteristic aesthetics and constructive formt which find their
maximum expression in the Casa Milà (La Pedrera) (1906-1912).

His early production like the Casa Vicens (1883-1888) and the Palau

Güell (1886-'1888) is characterised by his interpretation of historical
canons with oriental influences and the revival of medieval elements.



From a very early agg Gaudimanifested
a great interest in shapel colours and

the geometry of nature, and sought his
own particular resources and solutions

from aftisan crafts. At the same time,
he took advantage of the innovative

techniques of his day, such as the use of
iron and pre-manufactured elements

in structurel although he also
employed traditional techniques

and styles like brickwork.

Gaudl understood architecture as a complete art form, for which
reason his creativiÿ extended to each and every one of the elements
that make up his work, from balustrades to door knobs. Thul setting
a precedent that would later influence the study of architecture,
he surrounded himself with the best artisans and architects, the
most impoftant of whom was Josep Maria Jujol (1879-1949), who
worked on Park Güell (1900-1914) and the Casa Milà, (La Pedrera).

Gaudi died in Barcelona at the age of 74 years on 7th June 1 926.

CASA MILÀ "LA PEDRËRA" (I906-19't2) - Between the lare
19th and the early 20th century the district of the Eixample, that
is the Passeig de Gràcia and its surroundings, became the main
hub of Barcelona's expansion, thus supplanting the bourgeois
residential area of CiutatVella.

The industrialist Pere Milà and his wife Roser Segimon commissioned
Gaudi to construct a building on the boundary separating Barcelona
from Gràcia, with the aim of turning the main floor into the family
residence and leasing out rest of the dwellings.

Gaudi built two blocks of apartment houses, with independent
entrances, arranged around two large, interconnecting interior
patios, in order to illuminate all the dwellings. These blocks share
a single sinuous façade, which transmits its rhythm into the interior.
MoreoveL the structure of the building rests on pillars instead of
using weight-bearing walls, which allows for independent floors
with large apertures in the façade. The innovative design, both in
its functional and constructive and ornamental aspects, broke with
the architectural styles of its time.

Owing to the way its façade appears to be carved out of rock, the
Casa Milà was nicknamed "La Pedrera", which means stone quarry.

ln 1984, UNESCO declared it a World Heritage site.
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