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I ntro d u cti on

The chorus of thousands of rvateribu'1,
Lhe splash ofan alligator going ibr a
sra,im, Lhe rustle of rvind moving rhlough
coasLal prairie, the high-piLched call cfa
fulvous u,histling duck. These a.re iusl
some of the sounds ÿou ma1, he:tl titerr
visiting Anahuac Natiorral \\:ildlife
Refuge, a haven ibl u-ilrllife on :he u»net.
Texas gulf coast.

The meanderinu bayous ofAnahuac
I ilIl cur lhlough ancietr'u iioorlnlailis,
creating erparses of coastal rna.l-sh ani
prairie bolriering Galvesrcn Ba-,-.
Prevailing bl'eezes bring ir rro:.1,.1'e
fi'om the Gulf of Mexicc, resui:::E in hi:-h
humidity and an a\:el.age arnuai iairfali
of over 51 inches. Coasi;.i ::larsies act rrs
a huge sponge, holci:ng ano disi::::sinq
§-ater from tropical sr.,:.:. ::Je. .n.l
upstream JloociinS. Th::< ::ar.-: -s.
combined riirh rhe coasra. )rair. :. : r.o-
r-ide a home fol an aburca.i..o o, -,r.; .lif, ,

from migratorv birds io all:ga::1.s.

Managed bl, Lhe U.S. Fish ari -,.r,tii:le
Service, Anahuac N\\-R is an irrroiiani
link in the chain of na'.ior:a. r. .l _.::e
refuges exlending aiong rhe ,e:;l: cca-.i oi
Texas and Louisiana. Ti-- gc:.) . t. ...!s
managerr.ent rs to pr.ovide i.ao:1... : .:
native flsh and q.ildlife. ]Ianase:re:,:
rools u.secl-inciude g:"azi:rg, :ai::g.
nrescribed bur-r:i:.g. e::c -.,c :.a.r.: _.. :.:r..._,
shore,ire s:abii:::.tic n r:,,C r,.-i.:-: -=.. .-
mrnin.rl.-i - *- P.,,-..;* -:..Jrr.r -.5-:! - -. i,.J.L::.g .:li: ._f .;:.. -g
placLices clear array dense. oicl
..'egetal,iorr lhat, ir: quitk)i' r'epiaceO L.r- rir:
neu'gTeen gr"oti-t.h preferred br, :tar-,.
specie-s oi u'ilclltie. Ë-ro:ic n,arl ::: -ti-,,
helps mainrain :he nalur-al iiler.stt...
i)l'esent in co:.s:ri rcos\.sieL--ls. -,i *:, .

lelel manipularions .o, .h,,.gu : ,l-j
habital ro provicie fooc anc càr,e: i,or ils:
and n'ildiife.

Cultural History

Anahuac N'WR u-as once inhabiteil hv
t lte Atakalta and lrelhaps Kar.a:r,r,n, :l
Indians. These Lribes ale shelllish ti.laL
s'ere abunclanL along the coast, arrd
rliscarded the shells :rt village sires along
llast Galveston Ba3r Over man.,r i,eârs
viiiages became elevatecl abor-â t-ne
nrarsh by' mounds of discaldecl shells.

Many of these areas, calied sheli
middens, norv dot coastal marshes as
small groves of Lr.ees in an others-jse
treeless iandscape.

Things 1o Do at the Ref,ge

t7 v-itatif, y'a;-ttint A
Beiri'een Oclober ancl Jlar-ch, visi'.or-s -,o

Anahuac at'e 1i1te11- r-o see as rtanr- as 27
qr,ê.rLi .r'À ..'-.. i-.1,-ii- ,..t- -- ::.,Ë Ë- çsr._ h .r.É<u
ieai, gaiu-al1. shoveler, riaàv duci<, aia
northern nintai]. Huge ol',:r,ns rrf rr,,:..
geese, sontetimes in excess of 80,000,
ieed on rice fields and moist soil units
found near Shoveler Pond and F},I 19E5.
f Iost u'aterfou'l ca.n b" :uèt or. ::re auro
Lour arouni Shcr-eler Pord.

Rcsea:e spcor:b:-l. g:.aai €gi.e:_r. snou-\-
egreis. -i'h.ite-faced ibis, ancl u'hi:e :bts
are : t-.: : î:t: r,t^ f he iong-ltg_fed
u'a:erLu'ds ihat can be seen on ponds,
rice ie.ds. ani moist ,*oil units
thrcughoui :.:e refuge. Listen and look
cicselr- on feliou' Rail Prarrie for the
secreiive 1'eiiou' rails that sinter in lhe
saltl p:airies. Yellou- raiis are one of six
rail species :hat occr-r on the refuge.

During slr::g ard fall migraiions.
s'arblers ani o'.her scngbiris can 'ce seen
or hearc on u'ali:s in snal] u'ooilei areas
throushou; ^{rahuac \\\-R. Tite '.rtliog-s
rp:* il'r,:-rl:r D-. i -l.. .. -.'lt .ia,1: r':q..I
heigerlrr norll o: Tea, Srough. aii:he
n ar:o ï,- h acllberrl- r,,-o oll an i a j c r g E a-_<i

Ea'.' Bavou oi:er sonre oj:ne bes: 'c, âi"g
opporlunities in the area.

Ea:t Bal Ez.'.-c,u .f:e;'. a:. r: ro::,t:.:'.t-
tr, i-:e-,r- u,lc.iie a,org :he Ba: ;; .nd i:t
r--.,.:s: s.;, :ni'-s r.:ti :.::. -l- ;: --1....:, o
irr::.g:::5:'a,io". t,.,:"..;;; ;., 

^ '-
dornrchers, \\:esLer-n sandpipers, blacI:_
necked stiils, and olher shoiebirlcls in
moisl soil units or- rice fields or walk the
trail along Lhe rvooded banl<s of East Bav
Ba.r'ou. to see ot-iol es, Lanü gers, warb)er.s,
and other songbirrls. Surtevs shou. rhat
lhe narrow hacl<belrv u,oodiand along
the bat,ou has the most tliverse numbËr
of songbirds on the reluge. This is also an
excellenl ar.ea Lo see aniiinga, gt een_
backed herons, and )'ellou' ;nd*black-
cro_i.r,ned nig)rt herons. Endangerecl in L)re
1960s" Amer-ican allisaror.s ar.e no\\. an
abundant resident of ..he r.efuge.

Ailigators are most easilv seen during
the spring buL are often visible durin[
lhe summer and falI. Shoveler Pond, in
the norLhrvesL corner of the refuge, is the
bes;t place to see them. It is illegài to feed
or dis*.ut'b alligalor"s or anv planL or
ri'ildlife cn the r.efugo.

Muslo'a:, nutria, ancl'sobcal ar.e _some of
lhe conin-ion refuge iutbealer.s. Raccoon,
upL,ssum, skunk, and rit-er. otter at.e
founcl on the refuge, but are Lareh, seen
during .-iay,'Ii;1lti l^r,;:":. P"l.r i-olt-,:i c;ncc
roamed Anahuac NWR, buL are norv
extinc'u in lhis parL of their hisror.jcal
range because of cross breeoing u'ilh
mor:e numerous coyoles. Characteristics
of red s'olr.es are occasionaill' seen in
son'ie c.\-oles roaming roads and levees
on rhe lefuge.

a-]
l._-,r d?tr, l0ltr t=

Dlir.ing the 12 miles of graveled roads
can offer excellent opportunities Lo
obsr:rve marsh u'ildlife. Main roads can
accommodaLe buses and recreatiorral
veh i cles. During q,et. u,'eather, holr,ev er,
travel may be restricted Lo prevent
darnage lo refuge roads. \;ijilors should
be aware there are no gasoline stations
on cr near the refuge. Off road trar.el is
uoiiibiied.

T Aii.;,rg t.
\-isirors a:.e u-elcone io u-alk on
designa:ed roaCs ancl :r'ails. 'nrt are
cautioned lo rvalch out for snakes, Tire
anls, and alligat.or.'s. \risif,o:^s, not r,:ishing
to feed the seemingh' e\.er present
:nos:uiices should considei rnsect
Iepelie:r. an ai:solu:e rrecesslti' clur'lnp.
all but ihe coidesi iar,c o, i)re -vear.

-: Fishing ard Doating 1
Some of the best u,ade fis-hins (for
speckled trout, redfish and -*Juthern
flounder) jn Texas can be found on the
refuge shorelines aiong Easr Galveslon
Bay Fishing is alior.r,eà in East Galveslon
8a1,, ba;.ous, ancl other localions
desii:nared b1' r.eluge ."igns. Access to
East B.a)' is permiried 2i hours r cluy
along designated roacls. Sporitghting on
the refuge is illegal .*c.pii'or.üav tlih-
tng on the shoreiine along Ga)r-eston Bar..
BoaLing is noL permilred.-in injand r,,,ateis



of th.e refuge except for the boat canal.
§malt non-motorized boats may be
launch.ed along East Bay Bal,oi near the
accessible fishing ana uildtiie vieu,ing

Anglers can fish for freshrx.,ater species
from the banks, a wooden bridÀe;t-;
non-motorized boats at Ea-st Bà1, Bayàu.
This neu'area offers anglers *iirorti , 

-
boat an opponunity to àtch .ruppie, 

-
larg_emouth bass, gar. boufn. channel
catflsh, and blue catf,rsh"

EE A"rr", ible Areus lËE-
An accessible r.isitor contacl station,
kiosk and restroom facilities are located
at the main entrance to the Refuge.

Van accessible parking and boat launch
lacrlrtres are located at the canal boat
launch. The south end of f u.l ÈrJ, nryo,
offers r-an accessible parking and'an 

' - -
accessible fishing and nalurà obsen.arion
areâ on an old wooden bridge overlooking
the bal'ou.

3) uunt;noli:
\l'arerfoul hïnting is permitted ir
o.esrgnated areas on Lhe refuge, jncludins
the. Pace Tract and parrs or tià'Ër;;ü;i
and Middleron f}aci. Hunters must
contaer refuge headquarters in rhe fall
belol.e u'aterfou-l season to obtain
cr:rrent hunting regulations and maps.

Po-ssession of firearms on the refuge is
"rr-latJ:-,1 except in designated ,..u'. 

--

tiL.]ng . runting season

'J-tl J:,1 ç' ; 11' 1[s s i!
P,e..'.:or m faciliries are pror-ided ar the
:'e1:.:;e ( nrrance. There is nn arlni ins 

-
'r'r'Ler o: the refuge. public campins-
rr(:,s âre aÿaiiable at F.ort AnaÉuaËpa,
:n Anahrac and \\tite M"-""r;ip;;k,-'
,or'-i. o: tou-n aiong Inr-ersLate 10. Motel

. cconmrJatrons are ar.ailable i:t
iinahuac, trVinnie. and l{igh Isiand.

Anahrrac IrIWR
P. O. Box 278
Anahuac. TX '7i51"'
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ANAHUAC
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

THIS PORTIOI,{ 3i A\AiNUAC NWR IS OPENTO THE GENEPÂJ- ,UtsLIC r.ENN_Nbùruà"
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