
;U.S. Fish &Wildlife Service

Benton Lake
IÿationalWildlife
Refuge

Wildlife List



A Retuge
and Breeding
Ground for
Birds

1'!t tt l.)t,tt . , . ii 
,

.l\"Iti t, lt
lt(trtt,rr -"' ' '

1/rr -\'tr' ,' ' r;

firr,,tr, .\,-'

Seasonal
Birding
Highlighs

Benton Lake National lVildlife Refuge
(\lVR) pi'ovides a glimpse into
llre-setilernent times, w'hen the prairie
slq-u'as alive uith ducks, geese, swâns,
ancl shoi'ebilcls each spring and fall, and
the malshes teemed with dornny young
each slurrmer: The Refuge is located at
t}'re ri-estein edge of the famed Prairie
Pothole Region, an area characterized
l-ir- nrilliolrs of u,etlands or "potholes"
riùicl'r seir-e as the breeding ground lbr
nrost of the Nation's u''aterfbwl. These
\\'etliinds al-so harbor scores of other
t.et1anc1-clependent wilcllife, incluciing
nriiul- endangered species.

Benton Lake NWR ri,,as estabiished in
1!t2!t rrs a refirge and breecling ground
irr' ltjlrls. This 12,383-acre tract of
ri'etl:iurl anci prailie is just one pear'l
irn a sti'ir']g of nore than 520 refuges
natiirlnrjcle acln-rinistered by the tI.S.
Flsh ancl \\Iildlil'e Serice. Enjoy and
irei1., pli-itect this national geml

-\ ice 1e:ives Benton Lake, the spring
slreci:rc1e beg'ins. Thorisands of tundra
s\r,-arrs. ancl snou- and Ross's gees€r, stop
rrt the Refuge for a ueek or more on
thei' ji-rLuuel- fi'om their ivinter{ng
gloLinrls ilr central California to nesting
iu'ea.. ir ai'ctic Aaska and Canada.
Tirese bilrls ale joined by 20 species of
iiuci,.. ir-rcluclhg 12 species that stalr to
nest on the Refuge. As the rveather'
\\-arlrls. r.nore and more bircl species
an'ir-e. ri-ith shorebirds appearing last.

Ba1cl eagle-s and peregrine lâlcons are
otien seen in the spring. Sharp-tailecl
glor-lse begin breecling at this time of
1-ear: \ri-sitors may view the courtship
altics of male grouse on a iek or da:rcing
glor-mcl by reserwing the free Watchable
\\Tcilife r,ier,üng blincl in April and May

81- Jure, a1l of the birds that i,vill nest at
Benlor.r Lake NWR have arrived.
Broods of ducklings become ii common
sig'ht. Coloniai nesting irirds, such as

eared pgebes, white-faced ibis, and
Franldin's gulls, and songbirds, like

chestnut-collared longspius and $e-sterr
meadou.larks, are raising their .young.
\bung burrowing olrds emerge fl'on-r

their unrlerppound nests to perch on
dirt mounds in the uirland ppasslands.

Shorebird numbers peak once again in
-September and waterfbr,i,-l begin to
"strrge" on the marsh in preparation
foi' ir-riqration further south. Through
late October, bald eagles and peregrine
lalcons ale fi:equently seen feecling on or'
chasir-rg waterforvl and shorebilris.
Ser-eral tliousancl tundl'a suans stay on
rire Rei'uge into November anci up to
20,000 Canacla geese may still be
pi'esent as the -vear comes to a close.

The fi'ozen rviater lanclseape proüdes a
hai'sh en-ironinent for most bilds.
Northem slrikes, horned 1arks, Lapianci
iongspr.rrs, and snoy, buntings axe among
the fèw u,ilter sorrgbirils pi'esent on the
Refuge. Great hornecl orr,4s o{ten mor,e
into the protective cover crealed by
shelterbelt trees. Hu:dy raptors such
as nolthern gosh:ll''ks, g1,r{alcons, ancl
sno\v-\: ords are -qeen occasiorullli n-hiie
r'ritrghJegger.l liarvks are â cotr]mon
sight, in most rvinters.

\rie.r.ing is hest cludng the morning
arrrl evening hours u.hen krirds are
most :rctirre. Birds quictr<iy acclimate to
r,el'ricle trafflc, so 1rs11' r,ehicle is an
oLttstancl.ing obsen ation blind in both
the r-rplaud g'rasses and the marsh
habir,ats. Most of ihe Refuge is open tcr

birciing, horl,ever; check u.ith Refuge
stalï ai the ireatlquafters to learn
tr,her:e protected or .qensitive a,reas are
locatecl. You are ürelcome to s'rop at
the Lreatftluarters to share your bil'd
observations arrd to learn about the
latest birc'l sightings.
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This checklist includes 243 bird species
that have been sighted on Benton Lake
\1\T, since 1961, u,hen the Reflige rna^s

fust staffecl. All species names are in
:.r,:.r|rlance u'ith the An re tico tr

O i'i r it I t okt g ist s' (i n'iott, 1 I 9 8. Che ck- list
o.i'Iotth ArrLerican Birds. 7th ed, Am.
O i'i t i tl tol. LI n ion, Wushittgton, D.C.

)Ian1- ofthese species listed are selclom
obserr-ecl by r,,isitors because of their
seci'eti'u,e habits, the time of day when
thel- ar"e active, or the tlpe of habitat
thel-use.

-\lthough some of the fish, amphibians,
and reptiles are present in large
r.rnmbers, none ax€ easily seen by visitom.

The "Br" column lists the bird s breeding

staflN on the Refuge. The breeding codes

ale as follorvs:

Confinnecl breeding record
Sr-rspected breeding, but not
confirmed

N'Iarch-May
June-Juiy
August-November
December-February

\bu rnal- see some species at other
tines of the vear than those indicated
on the checklist.

The checklist is designed to indicate the
genei'al trend of migrations ancl sea"sonal

abrurclance for each species and
therefoi'e does not account for unusual
occurTence.

c - co11'l.7na7

Pre-sent in large numbers, are
uiclespread, and shoulcl be seen if you
look in the right habitat.

1t -'LL11C(m?ft1Dn

Present, but due to theillorv nurnbet's.
behaüor; habitat, or distribution, thei-
are not easily seen. Howeve4, an
âverage uildlife observer shoulcl be
able to fincl them by looking in the
right place at the right time.

o - occcLsiorul
Present, in 1ow numbers, but are not
expected to be ,qeen r,l.itliout a special
effbrt to find them. At least a fê.nl are
seen each year:

r - ]u're
Not expected to be seen ever,v year.
The.-v occur in lou'' numbers, ma;g also
be seo'etive or hard to identify, and
may be unreporter.i for several years.

v - uuplt'orr.t
Less than ft,e sightings at Benton Lake.
\hgrant. birds aie gror,rped at the end of
the list ofbird species.B
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Common Bird Name

Loons

* Common I-oon

Grebes
Pied-billec1 Grelæ

Pelicans
Amelicatr \\hte PeLrcal

Cormorants
Double-ct'estert L r-11'lllofàlt

Bittems. Herons, and Egrets
American Bittetr

lbises and Spoonbills
White-faced Ibr--

Swans, Geese, and Ducks
Greater White-fuonted Goose

*Effi

- ms:neôËilEck--
Amnrtran Kestrel
@ Ran Uktninetz
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Common Bird Name

Tyrant Flycatchers
Least

\tr'estei'n

Shrikes

Vireos
Phurbeous \h'eo

\-ri'eo

Crows, Jays, and Magpies

* Black-biled Magpie
American Crow

Horneci Lalk

Swallows
Ti'ee Suallon-

CIiff Swallow
- EamMow-

ïtmice and Chickadees

illuthatches
Recl-breastecl \ uth:rtcl-r

Common Blrd Name

Wrens
Rock W'ren

Kinglets
Golden-crowned

Thrushes
Mountain Bluebird

- Hennit Tlr-rush

Varied

Mimic Thrushes
Catbircl

Starlings

Wagtails and Pipits
American

Waxwings
Bohemian

Wood Warblers

- Blacknoll W:u'blei'

- Aneuçar"&e6!q& -Northern Waterthlush
- MacGiliiryav's trVarbler

Common Yellou,'Lhroat

Tanagers
Weste-rn

Tree Sunl,ktw
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Gommon Bird Name

Sparrows and Towhees

Cardinals, Grosbeaks, and Allies

Blackbirds and 0rioles

Blackbilcl

* Yellow-headed Blackbird

Breuer's Blackbird

Finches

Common Bird Name

Vagrants

- Grç-u!

American

Le

Red

Tou-hee

Old World
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Gommon Name

Mammals
Maskecl Sl:n'eu- (Sc»t:,'t' r:i nerczir.s)

Beptiles and Amphibians
Salatnu-iclei'

* 'Western

Deei'

EV Çennæ
Mde Deer (

White-tailed

OJoservers

!ÿeather

Accessibility
lnformation

Ec1Lta1 r-,Plt.rttuut-'- t,, l,,.rtlcilrà:É ir :rril
læneflt hrt'n prlrE:rrs ard actirjie ,,i -r-tLe

U.S. fish zurd \\Iclliiè Setrice i: ar::ilrjrie
to all ir-rdir.iduals leg'alclless of ph1-sical

or mental disabilitli For risitors r"rsùrg

TTY, contact the Montana Relal' Serrice
at 1 800 / 253 4091. For more information
or to adciress accessibility neecls, plea.se

contact Refuge staff at 406 / 727 7400 oi'
the U.S. Department of the Interiori
Offrce of Equal Opportunity 1849 C
Sti'eet, NW Wa^shington, D.C. 20240.
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