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Located in Washington. Arkansas. Old
Washington Historic State Park ollers
insight into a nineteenth cennrry community
and a glimpse at the people and events ofthe
Territorial, Antebellum, Civil War and
Reconstruction eras in Arkansas's history.

The.Park includes historic, public and

private buildings as well as mâny of Washington's
nineteenth century landscape features - streets that have

never been paved, catalpa, magnolia and other ornamen-
ta1 trees which have shaded the community for 150

years. The historic structures and grounds give a
fascinating view of Washington and a taste of the peace

and beauty ofsouthwest Arkansas.
Established in 1824, the torvn of Washington was a

convenient stop for traveiers on the rugged Southwest
Trail leading to Texas. It soon became the economic,
political and cultural center for a large rural population
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NOTICE: To preserve scenic beauty and
ecology, fences and warning signs have
not been installed in some park locations.
Caution and supervision of your children
are required while visiting these areas.
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in Hempstead County, Arkansas. The area's wealth
eâme from cotton and ôther:agricultural producæ

ineluding côm, livestock, and fruit. The townspeople

addçd valuable skills in a number of professions. By
1860 Washington and vicinity had sixteen doctors,

tfteen carperiters, nine tèachers, nine blacksmilhs,

three carria§è,makers, sèventeen lawyers, fifteen
merchânts, six printers and three hotel keepers. During
the Civil 'ülar,'Washington boomed while serving as the

state's Confederate Capital after Little Rock *'as taken

by the Union Armÿ in 1863.
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In l95it. the e :tjzens olWasirincton formeil the Pioneer
Washiugton Restoration Foundaticn to plcserve the
torr.n's othcr historic structures. Old Washington Historic
State Park uas established in 1973. Tl.re Southwest
Arkansas Regional Archives, dedicated to collecting
and preserving documents and photographs of southwest
Arkansas, began in 1978. In 1980, the Ethnic Minority
Memorabilia Association was incorporâted to preserve

and intelpret black history. Today, these organizations,
and the citizens of Washington, work together to preserve
and interpret the town's nineteenth century story.
1. Brunson House (c. 1860)
2. Southrvest Àrkansas Regional Archives and State

Park Collection Management Facility
3. Monroe House & outtruildings (1855)
4. Trimble House & outbuildings (c. 1817)
5. Woodlarvn House & outbuildings (1853)

6. \ilPA Cvm (1940)
7. Hempstead County Courthouse (1874-1939)

(Visitor Center)
8. Methodist Church (1861)
9. Hempstead County Jail (1918)

10. Peck House & outbuildings (c. 1840)
11. Presbl'terian Cemetery (c. 1860)
'l 2. Washington Baptist Church
13. Stuart House (c. 18,12)

14. Tavern Inn
I5. Washington City (Pilkinton) Hall
16. Arkansas State Park Region Four Office
17. Crouch House (c. 1857)
18. Williams' Tavern Restaurant (c. 1832)
19. Purdom House (c. 1850)

2tl. \rVilliamson-Carrigan House (c. 1850)
21. Royston House (1845)
22. Stephens House (c. 1870)
23. School of Bladesmithing
24. May House (c. 1857)

25. Sanders Farmstead (c. 1845)
26. Livery Stable
27. Black History Museum (c. 1895)
28. Washington Cit-v Fire Station
29. Law Office
30. Print Nluseum (c. 1915)
31. B.W. Edwards Weapons Museum (c. 1925)
32. Washington City Post 0ffice
33. Presb--vterian Church (1889)
3,1. Redmond House (c. 1870)

35. Boy'ette House (c. 1927)

36. Candle Shop
37. Hempstead County Courthouse (1836-1874)
38. N,Iagnolia Tree (planted c. 1839)
39. Rol,ston i,og House (c. i835)

40. Pioneer Cemeterv (1824-1860)
41. Block House (c. 1832)
42. Pavilion
43. Washington Public School (1914)-multipurpose facilitv
44. Blacksmith Shop
45. Goodlett Cotton Gin and associated buildings (1883)

IXTNRpRBTIVE SERVICES AND
SpnCru, EVENTS

O1d Washington Historic State Park sponsors several
special events each year. The Jonquil Festival
celebrates spring each Malch with special tours,
programs, arts and crafts and music.

The Civil War Experience commemorates Washington's
role as Confederate Capital and includes iiving history
battles, special tours and demonstrations. Frontier
Days celebrates the foundine of Washington and
Arkansas's pioneer heritage. Activities include historic
dcmonstrations, music and crafts. Each December,
nineteenth century decorations transform the town fbr
Christmas and Candlelight. Activities include
strolling carolers, trvilight tours, rnusic and a special
Clhristmas dinner served at Williams' Tavern Restaurant.

Exhibits and activities celebrating Arkansas's hcritage
and cnlture occur monthly- Detailed calendars of
events are available at the park.

Programs, speakers. ancl slide presentations about the
park are avarlablc for civic clubs, schools, ar-rd other
organizatior-rs with advance notice. School tor.Lrs

relating to Arkansas history. cuiture and architecture
are also available upon advance request.
Call 870-983-2684 tbr more information.

FEES AND HoURS

Visitors rnay select from walking tours and self-guided
driving tours. Homes and museums available for tour
change on a regular basis, Tickets may be purchased at
the Visitor Center (1874 Courthouse). Organized groups

of 20 or more with advance notice will receive a discount.
OPEN YEAR ROUND: 8 a.rn. - 5 p.rn.

CLOSED: Thanksgiving, Christmas Day and

New Year's Day


