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Tnr Pracr OF Kjwcs

Sconc is a ;rlacc that brcathes historv likc nor'r'here clse

in Scotiand. Ïrdav, in the 2lst centur\', it is the home of

the Earls of Mansliclcl, and a major attraction to visitors

lrorn all or,er the r'r.orld. Filtcen hundred vcars ago it

u,as the capital of a Pictish kingdom and an important

seat of the ancient Celtic cl'rurch. In the intervcninq

centurics it has be cn the }rome of parliamcnts and thc

cros.ning place of kings. It has housec'l thc Stone of

Scone and been immortalised irr Shakespeare's Macbeth.

Poised above thc RiverTav, Sconc overlooks thc routcs

north to the Highlancls and cast through Strathmore to

thc coast. The Grampian mountains form a ilistant

backdrop, and across the rivcr stands the citv of Perth.

Turr thousand vears ago thc Romans campcd hcre, at the

northern limits of their empire. Thcv nevcr delcated

the s.arlike Picts, thc'painted men', r'r.ho latcr camc to

rulc from Scone. But the follou'ers of St Columba hacl

trrore succcss. Bv the earlr' 7th centurv a grouP of earlv

Clrristians. the Culdees or sr.:rr.ants of God, had

establishccl themsclvcs here.

Ïnr FinsT CovNcit-

'fl're Pict,s uerc oustecl in 8-ll br Kt-nneth MacAlPin,

Kinq of thc Scots, as he expanclcd his kingdom lrom the

u'cst. Accorcling to lcgcnd, he n'rurderecl the Pictish

noblcs at a banquet. Hc mav also have brought lvith

him the king-making seat, or Stone of Scone, and set it

on Sconc's distinctiveiv shapcd Moot Hill. It rvas

ccrtainlv at Sconc in 906 u,hen King Constantinc helcl

the tirst recorcled council here, forcrunner ofthe great

medier,al parliaments that sct the lau,s of Scotlancl at

Scone until the 1450s.

As the cerrtre of the Scottish realm, Scone becamc the

focus of struggles lbr pou'er. Macbcth ancl his mortal

enem\', Malcoim, u'hose làthcr had bccn killcd bv

Macbcth's ftirces, both ruled here in thc 11th centurv.

Edu.ard l's placcmari, Jolm Balliol, took the throne at

Sconc in 1291, onlr to rebel against his patron lbur

\,ears later. Lr the resultin.{ English invasion, thc Stonc

of Scone \\'as apparcntlv seizecl and takcn to

Westminster. Not long after, in 1306, Robcrt thc

Bruce u.as dramaticallv crou'ned hcre rvith the blood of

his rival, Rccl Comvn, u'hom he had kiilcd in a church,

still lresh on his hancls.

-r,
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During the Middle Ages

Scone also gained importance

as a religious centre.

lt 1l1.4,Alexander I founded

an Augustinian priory beside

Moot Hill. Half a century

later, in 1.1.69, the priory was

elevated to the status of

abbey, as befitted a place

where kings were made.

At Scone in 1249, the sevcn 1'ear-old Alcxandcr III

bccame thc first Scottish king to be crou-ned, rather

than mcrelv cnthroned. And in 1329, a Papal Bull

grantecl Robert thc Brucc's son, David II, thc right to be

anointccl u'ith sacred oil as part of the crorvning

cercmonv.

These were days of continuing conflict with England.

ln 1406 James I succeeded his father while still a hostage

in London, and only took the throne after his release in

1+2+. Still suspicious of English intentions, his first Act

of Parliament at Scone was to ban football in favour of

archery practice. His son James II later banned golf for

the same reason, on penalty of a fine of four pence.

James I's great grandson, James IV r.r'as the last of thc

King oi Scots to bc crou.ned at Scone, in 1488. With

him thi: seat ofporver shlfted to Edinburgh and the

ncu'lv built Palace of Holyroodhouse. The Rcfbrmation

follou.ed and in 1559 'a riotous mot, from Dundee'

marchecl on Scone Abbe,v. ]ohn Knox himself

-



', ::iLuh Scone Palace in 1 580. The original Abbey at Scone was

r- :::; iJ bt a riotous mobJrom Dundee in 1 559.

,1

.. rr 1'16i but the mob returned thc lollorving evening

'' : :,,.rrnr:cl it clolvn. Tlventv vcars later the lands of the

. :-,til abber. u.ere madc over to the Ruthvcn fàmily

: rcpairecl and rebuilt thc abbev palace.

j: 1 Lorcl Ruthven rvas crcated 1st Earl of Gou-ric,

' .r 1600 the làmilv \\ras disgraced lbr an alleged

:.-:riracl against JamesVI; although lr.ho conspired

. 'r ho n as conspirccl against rcmains a matter of
'.rtr'. In any cr.cnt, Scone rvas takcn lrom the

: .'. r-it-S and gir.en to thc king's cup-bcarcr, Sir David

' l-.:'r.-n of Gospetrie, as re\\.ard fbr his timelv

: : r rntion in the aflàir. So Scone passed into the

, i' ot'thc great làmilv lrom .,vhich the Earls of

: - i, l,l rrc tlcsccndctl.

*:rr 
LosT CozuoNATioN

" i L . in cleliance of Cromrvcll rvho alreadv

' ::- rllccl the southern part of Scotland, Charlcs II

,rn!' the last man to bc crou.ned king at Scone. But

.: ir nronths he had been fbrccd into exile. James

' .,rrl Stuart, the Old Prctcncler, had still less luck.

-. i he camc to Scone lor his coronation, but u,as

I to llcc to France belore it could takc placc. By

..&1:": 
{àï-lii.,'à

the time of the next visit

by a monarch, more than a

century later, great

changes had taken place at

Scone. In 1803, the 3rd

Earl of Mansfield began

rebuilding the medieval

house as a gothic palace.

:

.t

'r

Earl antl Counte.s.s f'
It rvas herc, in 182[2, that 'Ilansfieltl v'|th H'l'l @teen

the 4th Earl and his family

entertained Queen

Victoria on her way to the

Highlands. Since then,

Scone has been visited by

the late Queen Elizabeth,

the Queen Mother, who

was a childhood friend of

Elizabeth the Qteen ,llother.

the late Earl of Mansfiel<1; ?:,il:';,;T,ï;:::,î',::"
her claughtcr, Qucen Ernpress oîJapan'

Elizabeth ll; and thc

En'rpcror of Japan and thc King ol Srvedcn.

The Mansfield family continue to live here today,

preserving the Palace ofScone and its surrounding estate

as a unique living testament to Scotland's heritage.
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E SToNr oF
ONE

The u hereabouts of the Stone of Scone remains one of

Scotland's n-rost cnduring mvsterles. A sr,mbol of grcat

po\\.er) the Stonc has been surrounclt-d bv intrigue lrom

its carlicst davs. Er.cn its origlns are shroudcd in legcnd

and uncertaintr'.

The copt' of the Stone

oJ Scone rhich st.ands

on lloot Hill.

Son-rc people suggest that it u,as Jacob's

Pi11orv, brought lrom the Holv Land, r.ia Spain, Ireland

and theWest of Scotland, to arrir.e at Scone in the 9th

centurv. Othcrs believe it mav har.e been a royal stone

belonging to the Scots from Antrim, or the Picts from

the north east. It could er.cn have been a Roman altar

stone taken fr-onr the Antoninc\!âll. Whereyer it came

ll-onr, it s'.rs certainlr in use at Scone as a crol-nlng-seat

lrctut.t:rr the 9th ancl l lth centurics, though there is as

rnuch cgnfusion about itr appt.arantc.rs its pr()\enancc.

Sor-r.r,-- crintemporar\ accounts clescribc it as being

holloued likt- a cl'rair or seat. Some sav it u,as blackish

or madc of n'rarble. Sonre sav it rvas sculptecl, some

that it uas carvecl. Othcrs belier,e it u.as banded u'ith

metal and set u.ith lilting rings at each corncr. During

its five centurjcs at Sconc, thc Stone u.as kcpt in the

n-ionastic church and onlv taken out to Moot Hill lbr

enthroncmcnts. Àt first it mav simpiv have becn

coverecl n-ith cmbroidered ckrth for the

kinq to sit on. Later it u,ould likeh'

hare bet-n sct into a §ooden throne.

r(rng DoliJ I ancl his çlranr\on .lldcolm,

Jepicrcd ar .§cone ttpon t.he throne thich

enc,/ose.s rÀe Srone gl -§cone .

i I I I L) mintlt i.)D 
_l 

ro ùt rÀc LÀurrer of d;1so.1

81'nos; as Shakespeare knew, installing the new king on

the Stone had become the hereditary duty of the Earls of

Fife, Chiefs of Clan MacDuff.

( rùt re\' al' .tldn Erans Piutrc Lihrarr

When John Balliol rr:bellecl

in 1296, Edu'ard I marchccl

north and removed nhat he

belier,cd to be the Stone tcr

Westminstcr. There he had

it mountecl in a throne-

chair. And there it

rcmaincd firr the next 700

vears, despitc a bricf but Etls'artl l

sensational disappcarance in 1950, u.hcn a group of

Scottish Nationalist studcnts broke into Westminstcr

Abbev on Christmas Dav ancl spiritcd it back to

Scotlancl. But alter a couplc of ueeks it u'as returnccl

to\ltstminster u'here it star,r:d until linalli' being

brought to rcst in Edinburgh Castlc in 1996.

tnr IIIvsTrny RgmaiNs

Dcspitc the return of this grcat svmbol of Scottish

nationhoocl, thc mcsmerising question still remains: is

the stone in Edinburgh todav the real onc? Or did the

monks dupc Eds.arcl, Hammer of thc Scots, bv hancling

or.cr a làkc all those centuries ago? And if Eduard

belicvcd he had the real one, rvhv then did he rcturn to

ransack Scone Abbev again trvo years later, in 1 298?

What lve dr, knou. is that the stonc nor'v in Eclinburgh is

of old recl sandstonc, verv similar to that lrom r,l'hich

Sconc Palace is built. This could mcan that the original

Stonc r.vas loc-a11v quarried, perhaps br. the Picts or

pcrhaps bv Kenncth Macalpin. But this thcorv

contradicts most of tl-re othcrs about the Stonc's origins.

Nor rloes thc rccl sandstone match ant of thc carlv

descriptions.

Alternatively, it could mean that once

the Abbot of Scone heard the English

were coming, he hid the original and

had a substitute made from local stone.
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Edu'ard's men uoulcl have been nonc thc

u,iser, though the King himsclf mav har,e

had his suspicions. If this is so, the

Stone on u.hich successive kings and

queens, including our present monarch,

Elizabeth II, havc L>ccn crou'ned since

thc 1,lth centurv is nothing but a coiry.

Manr, attcmpts hal'e since bccn made to

lind a hiclden stone, and rnuch has been

rvrittcn about its possible n,hcrt-abouts.

But clespitc a couple of 19th ccntur\'

'discoi'eries', thc idcntitv and resting

place of the real Stonc of Scone remain a

tantalising mvsterv to this dav. And as a

final tu,ist to thc af'fair, there is alu.avs

thc possibilitv that er,en if Edu.ard <lid

takc thc rcal Stone in 1296, thc voung

Scottish Nationalists had it copied, ancl it

rl.as thc copv that thev lcfi to be louncl

bv policcr at Arbroath Abbev in Januan'

1951.

fÿi,fü]lnr j*rum Scoti

qüücurlqüs lçcsturn

lnvenient, lapidern,

regrTüte tenentur ibidem

As long aslate pla;rsfair

Where this Stone lies the

Scots shall rcign

So loretolcl tl'rr.: chronicler John of

Fordoun in 1183. But r.vhere <loes tl-re

real Stone lie? That is the question.

The copr oJ the Stone o/Sconc out-sic1e

o-f t.he chapel on ,lloot Hill.
'-"(".!-,
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ELINE

83-8s AD
Agricola, Roman Governor of Britain, marches out

lrom Bertha, nor-th of Perth, to tlcf-cat the

Caledonians at the battlc o1'Mons Graupius'

297

Tl'rc Picts Lrmerge as the lcading Po\ver north of the

Rir,er Forth. Scone bccomes the capital of their

kingilom, Pictavia. 7th centurv follou'crs of St

Columba, knou'n as the Culclecs or

scrvants of God, cstabiish a monastic

communitv at Scone that rvill last for

500 r'ears.

71,0

calendar of the Roman, not Celtic, Church

843

Kcnneth Macalpin, King of Scots, dcf'eats the Picts

to bccon-rc rulcr of all northern Scotland' It is said

that he brings u'ith him the Stone of Scone'

906
King Constantine II holds the first ever national

council on Moot Hill' Here he affirms the laws of

the Christian faith'

1040

Macbeth becomes King of Scotland'

Contrary to modern PoPular belief,

he rules wisely and well for 17 years

until he is slain bY Malcolm III'

\11+
Ale-'xarrtler I fountls an Augustinian priorv at Scone

The prion'later Lrecomes an abbcv u.ithin the

bishopric of Dunkcid.

1 210

The tlrst parLian-rent i-' held at Scone' These parliaments

continue to t'nak.- tl.re lau's of Scotland until the 1450s'

a .

t2+9
Aiexancler Ill become-' the first king of Scotland to be

cror,vned on thc Stone of Scone, rather than simplv

enthroned.

1292

1296

Edu,ard I of Englancl chooses

John Balliol to take the crou'n of

Scotland at Scone Palace.

:

John Balliol rebels. Eclrvard's trooPs lbrce Balliol to

surrendcr thc crorvn anil roval regalia' and remove the

King Nechtan of the Picts clecrees from Moot Hill

that Eastcr should be observetl accorcling to the 1 306

stone to'Westminster.

Robert the Bruce (Robert I) is crou'ned tlr'ice at Scone,

first by bishops, two days later by the Countess of

Buchan, sister of the Earl of Fife'

1329

Robert I's son, David II, becomes the first King of

Scotland to be anointed with sacred oil as part of the

crowning ceremonY.

1 390

Robert II is buried at Scone. Robert III is

crowned at Scone'

1 398

Robert III creates Scotland's first dukedoms, Rothesay

andAlbany, at SconeAbbey. Future kings' eldest sons

now become Dukes of RothesaY'

1,+2+

Released by the English 18 years after his father's death'

James I is finally crowned at Scone' He bans football in

favour of archerY Practice.
a



leal Renaissance prince', takcs the

lbb"l'falls victim to the Reformation when,

: the intervention of John Knox himself,'a

i mob from Dundee pillage and burn it'.

ftÈ"1'lands are given to the Ruthvens of

Etorl-er, who rebuild the abbey palace. Lord

:n becomes Earl of Gow,rie in 1 581 .

r Gouries are disgraced for their alleged

usplrac1- against JamesVI. Scone is given to Sir

nid }lurrav of Gospetrie, James's cup-bearer.

:ir David Murray is created Lord Scone.

i lt is latcr madeViscount of Stormont, a

-tù\\'artrv in the vicinitv of Scone.

rrles II is cror,r.ned at Scone. Within months he

lefeated by Cromwell at the Battle ofWorcester

I forced to flee.

-t)
- r.-r' James Edrvard Stuart, the Olcl Pretender,

:-L: to Scone to be crorvned, but departs in haste

: ::-... ..rpproach of Hanoverian forces.

-+;

1799

David Douglas, botanist, is born at Scone. He goes

on to travel North America and discover more than

200 species of plants, the best knor.vn of lvhich is

the Douglas Fir.

1 803

The 3rd Earl of Mansfield emplovsWilliam

Atkinson to start rebuilding the medieval house as a

gothic palace that cchocs the monastic original.

1 805

Landscaping of the neu. palace grounds includes the

remor.al of thc entirc village of Sconc to a ncu. site

tu,,o miles au,ay.

t8+2

QueenVictoria and Prince Albert visit Scone for

one night on thcir u.ay to thc Highlands. Curling is

clcmonstrated in the Long Gallery.

1939

Like many other large houscs, Scone is requisitioned

during thc u.ar bv the Government. It becomes

home to a girls' school and a number of Polish

refugees.

1 958

The house is reinstated as a lamilv home.

1966

Scone Palace and its grounds are opened for the

first time to the public.

tê
On his way south w-ith his army Prince

Charles Edward Stuart, Bonnie Prince

Charlie , stays in Lord Stormont's torvn

house in Perth and visits Scone.

,16

' liar-n Murray,4th son of the 5thViscount

'. :::ont is created Earl of Mansfield. He presides

- rcl Chief Justice of England for 32 years.

I,
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-fhe Murravs arc one of thc grcat lamilies of Scotland'

As solclicrs ancl statesmen, ambassadors and lar'vmakcrs,

thel'have lor centurics becn close to the heart of

Scottish aflàirs.

Their forefàthcr r'vas Fresljn cle Moraria, a 12th ccntun'

Flemish nobleman lr'ho rvas grantecl land in thc area east

of u'hat is nou' Invcrncss. This rcgion came to be

knorvn as Morav or Murrav. Frotn Freskin are

clescenclcd both the Eatls oJ ,ManÿleJd ancl thc

nr:ighbouring Dukes oJ'.'1tho11 -

Thc Murravs hacl

herld land in the

vicinitv ol Perth lbr

sevcral centuries

rvhen, in 1600, thc

Gor.r'rie làrnilv's

misfortune became

their good fbrtune.

Âs a result of the

Gou'rie Conspiracr',

l-iscount. Undeterred, David's sisters entertained

theYoung Pretender at Scone thirty years later during

t}e '45. His vounger brother James, meanwhile,

had become one of theYoung Pretender's closest

advisers in exile, being created Jacobite Earl of

Dunbar in 1721 .

Llut thc most fàmous of this generation of Murrat's uas

another brothcr,William, r'r-ho rosc lrom thc English Bar

to bccome Lorcl Chief Justicc and one of the grcatest of

1Sth ccnturv British judgcs. Famous for his oratorr',

thc'silr-er-tongued Murrav' is knolr'n for having

reformerl cout-t prclceclurc ancl dcvelopcd commcrcial

lau. to kceP pacc u'ith the cxpansion of the British

cmpire. Hc- uas also knou'n for ground breaking and

oltcn unpopular judgernents, such as his declaration that

slar.ers hacl no rights over thcir slavcs on English soil'

During the Gordon Riots of 1780, the mob singk:d him

out firr his cven-handecl trcatment of Quakcrs and

Catholics ancl burnt clou'n his house in Bloomsburv, thcn

marchecl on Kenl«rod House in Hampstead, n'hich hc

had bought lrom the 3rd Earl of Bute in 1754'

The riotcrs u'ere disPerscd and the house remaincd'

Tnr EaR.Loom

t1/illiam ,trlurray u.as created

Earl oJ llansJ)eld in

Nuttingham in l-71o an,1. again

lor complicatcd rcasons of

succession, Earl of Mansficld

in l\.,liddiesex tn \792.

"Consider uhat you think iustice requiïes, dnd

decide accorcllng\r. But never give )our reasons;

-for ;,ou judgement will probably be tight, but

)ioLtr teasons will certainly be wrong))

:ldtice giren to a rtev colLtnittl gorcnor lt lst Earl o-t' ltonslicltl

He cliecl in 1791 u'ithout an hcir and u'as succec<iecl bv

his nepheu., the Tthl:iscount Stotmont, u'ho bv then hacl

retired lollou'ing his orvn brilliant diplomatic career as

sit Daritl -|lurra'r' sir Da'id llurray not
rrÀo uas gircn -lconc Ü Jatncsl'l.

onlv reccivcd the

lancls of Sconc Abbev but a1so, shortlv alter, the title

Lorcl Scone.

In 1621 he rvas made Viscount Stormont, but he clied

u'ithout chilclren and a complicatcd scttlement allou'ed

the titles to pass to another branch of the Murrav fàmilv,

r'r.ho had reccntlv becn crcatecl Lords Balvaircl ln 1658

thcv also took on the titles of Scone ancl Stormont'

Tht- Jacobitc risings of 1715 ancl 1745 u'erc turbulent

timcs fbr manv Scrrttish làmllics. The 5tÀ l'iscottnt

Stormont, u'ho hatl dcclarcd his opposition to tl'rt:

Treatr of Llnion, plavccl host to thc Old Prctender for

tl-rrt-e rve eks at Scone in 1760, tbr n'hich hc u'as later

fint-<l and iailt-d along u'ith l'ris son Dat'iri, the 6th

{
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ambassador, first toVienna and Iater to

Paris. The 2nd Earl's many friends

included Queen Marie Antoinette

*-hom he first met when she was a girl

inViema, and later in Paris as the wife

,rf Louis XVI.

Thc Jrd Ëar1'.s interests lav more in

architccttue and landscaping than

statesmanship. In 1802 he emplored

thc art hitcr t \\ illi.rnr -\lkinson ro

bcgin th, hug. ta'k of (un\cr-ting

.. ,nr' into a gothic palacc. His son, the lth Ear-l n-racle

'..,nrising start in public lifc but all but abandoned it

r tirc dcath ofhis voung u.ife after onlr,cight vcars of

.r-r-iaqc. FIc ncr-crthclcss lir,ecl to the age of 92 and

:.r1 ulr as Fatl-rcr of thc House of Lords.

.l :'r' rcccntlr., the 7th Earl enjor.ed a political career as

'l nrbt'r of Parliament fbr Perth bclorc inhcriting thc:

:. .lonr in 1935. His son, the prcscnt and 8rÀ Earl oJ'

'.r rr;d1.7, began his career as a barristcr, bcfore turning

- .r) nranv of his lorebears to politics. In 1 973 hi:

.,nrc or1€ of the first British mr:n'rbcrs of thc

'. r)ran Parliament. ln 1979 he u,as appointed

' :'ti'r of State lbr Scotland ancl in .l 983, Minister of

' tirr Northern lreland. In 1985 he lelt active

: .' to take up the post of First Crolr.n Estate

7th [,Lrr] antl Counre-rs of .llcnsfieLl ar thc coronarton

ttl H-11 @teen Elizaberh Il.

7th [.arl ol -llonsf)eLl h Pht]ip de l.ctszlo.

I'iscount "§tornronr nitÀ Àis

lirst SttLmon cutch.

l'iscouna rrnrl li rcounacs -§l orirorr n irh th ei r fam i l,t.

i1

:t ntl ss1(]ner,

rLnd Iarlv Mansfield u,ere marricd in 19.5.5.

-.art' three chilclren and lirur grandchildrcn.

,.1
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Freskin (son of Oleg), Lord of
DuIfus in Murrav or Morav c.l I 30,I

I

I

From whom descends:

'tËf Sitwilliam Murray ofTullibarcline d 1524'

Ancestor of the Earls ofTüllibardine and

Atholl, later Dukes of'Atholl

€ll Willi"* Murray, 2nd fucdal Baron

olTüilibardine. d. c. 1459

Sir Ancirew MurraY

Sir David Murray

c[. c.1 550

Sconc d. 1668

Dar,id, Sth

LIon. \largrtt Bar i1rr.

hciress ol' Bah aird

Hon. Janet, dau. of'lth Lord

Lindsay of the Byres

Hon. William Murrav of Barbara Pitcairn

Agnes, dau, of SirWilliam

Moncrcif'fe o{' that Ilk

Ladv Elizabcth Carnegie,

dau, of 1st Earl of Southesk

Lady Jcan Carnegie, dau, of

2nd Earl of Southcsk

Marjory Scott of
Scotstan et

William, created 1 st Earl of 

- 
Lady Elizabeth

rir \nJreu Murr.rr ,,1 

-
Ladv Janet Graham dau.

Bahaird d. c.1573 of 2nrl Earl of Monrose Lettcr Bannachtv in

Strathcarn d. c.1 588

Daivcl Murrav of Lctter

Bannachtv d. c.1627

Rcv. Sir Anthony Murrav

1st Lord Balr.aird d.16++

and Lord Sconc d. 1731

Murrav of- Elizai>eth Betoun

Gospetrie, 1st Lord Scone of Creich

andViscount Stormont,

granted Scone 1604 d.

c.157 3

l)avid, 6th Viscount Stormont

Sir

ancl Lorcl Sconc d. 1748

slr Davir1, 2nd Earl of Mansfield ln Middx, 7th (2) Hon. Louisa Cathcart, dau. of 9th

Viscount Stormont and Lord Scone succeeded Lord Cathcart. She succccded her husbancl's unclc

his unclc in the earldom d. l 796 as Countcss of Mansficld in Nottingham. d.1843

Mansfield in Nottingham, 1 776,

and 1st Earl of Mansfielcl in

Middx, 1792. d.1793

Finch Hatton,

dau. of Earl of
Winchilsea

ulÿ Dalid\Villiam, Jrd Earl of Freclcrica, dau. of William

N{ansflt:ld in N,liddx. d.18+0 Markham, Archblshop ofYork

ur William David,'lth Earl of Manslicld in Middx.. Louisa Carr Ellison, dau

succeeded his grandmothcr as 3rd Ear of Cuthbert Ellison

Mansfield in Nottingham in 1 843. cl. 1 898

William
Stormont. d. 1893

ule William Dalid. Sth and'tth Thc Hon. David, killcd u§ Alan David, 6th and

ffi B

Earl of Mansfiel<l, succeeded his in South Africa commanding the

granclmother. d.unm. 1906 Lovat Scouts, 1901

Earl of Mansfield, d. 1935

Margaret, dau. of Sir

Malcolm MacGregor of
MacGregor

Dorothea, dau. ofHon. Sir

Lancelot Carncgie, son of
the 9th Earl of Southesk.

Ladv Mariota 

- 
Hon. Malcolm Napler'

MurraY brothcr of 14th Lord

Napicr and [ittrick

Pamela Foster, dau. of

Willred Foster, cnl

Sophia Ashbrookc,

dau. of Biden Ashbrookc

us Mungo David Malcolm, 7th and

6th Earl olMansfielcl, d.1971

Lady Malr,ina 

- 
20th Earl of

Murrav Moral'ltll.o Willi,- D,rriJ Mungo [ames.

- 
Sth and 7th Earl ol Mansli.ld

Hon. Alcrando' Davicl

Mungo, Viscrunt Stormont

Laclv Georgina Murrav 

- 
John Bullough Hon. James Murrav

of Culcrcuch

I lon. William Philip David Mungo

l\lurrrr. M.r'ter ,,[ \tornlonl

Tnr EaKLs oF
mANSFiELD

-ffi
'l.
\@ @d

Cdil

Coronet oJViscount

Coronet oJ Baron

rËlf

Hon. Isabclla Murrar' Hon. Iona Murrav Hon. Louisa Murrav

Lor<l Balr,aird, succecdecl in
ËTr

David, 2nd

165B as 4thViscount Stormont and 4th

Annc Stervart Hon. James Murrâ)',

Jacobite Earl of Dunbar

Emily Lousia, dau. of Sir John Atoll

MacGregor of MacGregor
Viscount
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Visitors to Scone todav sec all the fbrmal rooms and vaulted

gallcries on the grountl lloor, pcrhaps over half of the u'hole

interior of the palace. The Gift Shop is also situatecl on the

ground floor. The present familv aiso have thcir apartments here'

In the basement thcre are oflices, the rcstaurants ancl food sl-rop'

u,here prcvittuslv there rvcre kitchens, larclers' laundries and

other centrcs of domcstic activitv At its peak' at the time of

QucenVictoria's visit in 1842, thc palace rvouid have bustled rvith

some fbrtv staff - trvcntv-eight to iook altcr the hortsc and trvclve

in the stablcs - as rvcll as manY morc rvorking in the grounds'

In addition to t-he architecture, William Atkinson was responsible

for much of the decoration and furnishing, which only completed

around 1820' He was lucky in this respect to have many of the

treasures acquired in London and Europe by the 1st and 2nd

Earls. These included portraits byVan Dyck and Reyrolds'

flurniture by Boulle and Reisener, Robert Adam and Chippendale'

clocks byViner andThomire, and porcelain from Sèwes and

Meissen.

Hou.ever. all this u'as substantiall,v augmentcd in anticipation of

the «rval visit of 1842. Thc 4th Earl had furniture locallv

comn-rissionecl, as rveil as ne\v silk damask panels for the drau'ing

room rvalls, along rvith gilt mouldings ancl a vclr'et pile carPet'

Improvements continued throughout the 19th ccnturY as new

amenities becamc al'ailabie' Four vears afterVir:toria's visit the

palace u'as lit for the first time r'vith coal gas' Hot r'vater u'as

instalied in 1859 and modern drainage in 1861 '

Altcr a numbcr of minor lires, one of rvhich caused a great stir at

a dinncr partY, a nelr'hvclrant lras installecl in 1890 u'hich threu'

an inch jet of u'ater 1 00 leet into the air' Elcctricitv linallv

arrir.cd in thc 1920s - although there arc still parts ofthc house

that it hasn't rcached toclav!

But rvhat is most interesting about Scone Palace' toclav in the 21st

centur\', is that despite the presence of modern amenities it has

unclergonc almost no significant alterations in the tu'o hundrecl

vears sincc the major rvorks unclcrtaken bv the lrcl Earl in 1803'
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I n e OcTncoN
-:ncl present come together in the Octagon, u.hich u,as fbrmerlv part of the medieval galierv ancl lcd into the King's

::'. lhereCharlesllsleptthenightbelorchiscoronationinl65l. SinceAtkinson'sredesign,thissmallbutairv

;. hall has ollered an attractive place to pause bctu-cen the Long Gallerv and Inner Hall. Flanking the roollight,

. .i1ing bosscs arc indir.iduallv carvcd rvith birds, foliage, â cro\\'n and a serpent. The shape of thc roc,m is

:rtuated bv the octagonal roscrvood librarv table, made in the 1820s bv the Scottisl-r cabinctmakcr George Bullock.
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HE DiuiNc oom
., ptcmber evening in 1842 thc lamilv and a

. ,,f carcfuliv chosen guests u.ould havc stood bv

':irllr', pcrhaps a little nerr<rush., as QuccnVictoria

:':nce Albert madc thcir lr'av to the table f<rr

clinner. There, u.ith the

porcclain, cn.stal and

silr.cnr.are gleaming in

thc light of candlcs and

lamps, the Quecn

,lincd u ith lr. r lural

Scottish subjects.

Dumbllaiter.from the

ftining Roon.

The othcr gucsts on this great occasion rverc thc Dukc

and Duchcss of Buccleuch (the Queen's laclv-in-

w,aiting), thc Duchcss of Norfolk, thc Earl of Aberdeen,

the Earl of Lir.crpool, Lord and Laclv Kinnoull, Lorcl and

Ladv Kinnaird, ancl the Prime Nlinister of thc cla1,

Sir Robert Pccl.

As the evening wore on and the party relaxed,

the 4th Earl might har.e taken

J m(rmcnt to congrulullte

himsell on thc splcndicl

neu' rloors, side tablcs,

cabinets and Chippendale

str.le chairs, all madc of
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,rak l}om thc cstatc and speciallr'

comnrissioncd lrom Ballingalls of

I'crth. Hc might also havc reflected

on tl'rc huge cxpensc ancl gencral

turmoii caused to a number of noble

Scottish làmilir:s bv Queen Victoria's

neu.-found penchant lirr the Highlands.

In August 1842 hc had s-rittcn to his

mother: ' ... although as 1ou ntty' easily

imagine that a Roval visjt this year will be vetv

inconr,enient, tct it would be perlèctll inltospitable

.for nte to decline . -. I have u'ritten to the Duchess

lof Buccleuch, rÀc Queen's ladv in-waitingl

thttt I shall be proud to receive Het

,llajest,t', antl have begun m; dtrangements

immerlidtei-.'

Thesc arrangemcnts incluclcd securitv rvhich, even in

those davs, could not be ignored. The Earl continues:

'-llr r)iffitttt; isbeing obliged to keep the I'isil secr€r ot I could do

rcn limes as mucÀ. I hat'e been obli5led to take Balhngall lthe

cabinet makerl lnto my conJ)dence othetwise

mv.Jirniture woulcl not have been

,earÿ'.'

The clining room has of course bcen the scenc of tlanv

lcss lormal occasions sincc Victoria's visit in 1 8'[2.

It is still uscd toclav lor privatc and public functions of

all kinds. With its unique collection of Europcan

ivorics, its portraits and clocks, its line porcclain and

bronzes, it is a room clesigned firr entertaining on a

grand sca1c.

Altogether there are some 70 picces of ivon Mostlv

collccted bv thc 4th Earl, thev come from Bavaria,

Flanders, Italv and Francc. Thev are carvecl in elcphant

and walrus tusk, and date from

the 17th century for ivory first

started flooding into EuroPe from

India and Africa, through to the

19th century.

The Dining Âoomt

collection oJ European lvories

Tôp leJi: I'enus and Cuÿd.

LeJi:The Hoÿ'JàmiL,v.

Rjght : 1 t th c entury Bdvar ian Jàrmer.

Oppoite page: Cupid nith Ljon.

L

L

t tër

20

\
/

\



I

. H E ANTr-
oom

:: stained glass rvindou.and

i 
-gothic 

ceiling, this littlc

- hou's William Atkinson's

' ,rt its best, er.oking the pcace ancl space and

:nplatir.c atmosphere of the old abbev.

r-'

Thr:rc is a strong echo of thc past too in the sn-rall

contemPorarv painting on r'r.ood of Sir Dar.id Murraj,

JamesVI's Cup-Bcarer, Master of the Horse and Captain

of the Guard. Sir David u,as au,arded the lands of Scone

in 160,f and so bec,amc the lirst Murrav to lir.e here.

His portrait stands on a nineteenth century bureau plat,

whose elaborate inlay is the first example of the brass

and tortoiseshell Boullework which

lcatures so promincntl-v throughout

Scor-re. The Ante-Room also

boasts a clock bv Burnlleld of

Perth, madc in 1850, the

onlv Scottish clock in thc

State Rooms.

One oJ a pair oJ'Chinese

Porcelain Bal uster I'ases.
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Àlthough the 2nd Earl hardlv ever livecl at Sconc' his

influence is stronglv lèlt in the Drau'ing Room'

À clistinguishecl cliplomat, he servecl as British

.\mbassaclor to the court of the ill lated Louis XVI ol

Francc. Thc treasures he later brought back r'vith him

lromVersailles accentuate the Regencv opulence of this

rnagnificcnt room.

Dalid Nlurrav alreadv kncu'the voung Queen Maric

.\ntoincttc lromVienna, u'here hc had previouslr" served

as .\mbassador at the court of her mothcr, Emprcss

\lariaThcresa of Austria. Once he u'as atVersaillcs'

th,rir ll-icntlship grer'v. Therc is evcn a storv that hc

taught her and her husbancl Scottish

dancing, to thc uncloubted

anluscmcnt of the Frcnch

courtiers.

In token of thcir friendship, Marie

Antoinette prescnted him rvith one

of thrce s.riting desks commissionecl

to trark her marriagc (7e,4)' Made

bi Jean Hcnri Riescner, the most

famous cabinet-maker of his day, it is recorded in the

Garite Matbte inr"entory of French royal furniture' Today

it is the piè:ce de resistaace of the Drawing Room at Scone'

lfilliam llurras', lst Earl of llansJield

ü Sir Joshua Relnoltls jn 1776'

The courtlv fceling of the Drar'ving Room orves as much

to the siik brocaclc u'all coverings and the roval blue ancl

go1<1 monogrammecl carPct as to the splendid lurniture

and paintings. Among thc manv rarc and valuablc items'

the pair of consolc tables either sidc of the fireplacc'

mirroring imagcs of one another, is an exccptional

examplc,,I Boulleu'rrk

No 1Sth century British Embassy was complete witlout

fullJength portraits of the monarch of the day'

The huge paintings of George III and Queen Charlotte'

either side of the fireplace, are by Allan Ramsay, the

young Scottish artist who became court painter to

George III, and who also happened to be the 2nd Earl's

cousin by marriage. Gazing down the length of the

room are the 1st Earl of Mansfield and his wife'

Elizabeth. Dressed in his Lord Chief Justice's robes'

William Murray was painted by Sir Joshua Rey:olds in

l776,theyear he received the earldom' His wife was

painted by another Scots artist, David Martin, from

Anstruther in Fife. The more modern portraits of the

7th Earl and Countess, Parents ofthe present Earl' were

painted by Philip de Laszlo in 1932 and 1928

respectively. The Countess, Dorothea (below),

is portrayed as a young \Momar shortly before her

enqaç'ement.-ô
Dorothea Camegie,ldter u'{e oJ the 7th Earl oJ }'lansfield

bv Phtljp de Laszlo.
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4-T.I HE LIBRêRY

Once the conr,crsion of the original building tr gothic

palace uas complete, the 3rcl Earl u'ould doubtlcss ha'r.c:

spent much timcr at his clesk in this airv, spacious librarv,

planning the landscaping of the grounds and the running of t}e estate.

This is perhaps thc gothic rooln pdr excellence at Sconc. Atkinson's designs

arc rcflccted in the cloors ancl their surrounds, the glazecl bookcascs, the

fircplacc, evc'n the Earl's ornate partner's desk u'ith its gothic giltu.ork.

Manv of these itelns are macle of oak f}om the estate.

Todav most of the bookcases no longr:r hold books. In thcir- place is an

exceptional collection of lâmilv porcclain inclucling picccs fi-om Sè:r.res,

Meissen, Ludwigsburg,

Chelsea, Derby and

Worccstcr. lt is

rcmarkable nos-

to think that most

of these pieces uould

har,e been acquired lor evervdal usc.

ll'illiam ,llurrat', 1st Earl of,Nlansfield

b1 .14artin.

The 1st Earl's arn-rorial service clates lrom L,efirre he u,as createcl Earl.

It bears the Storrnont arms ancl the lamilv motto, Uni,4equusl'irtute,

Frjendh untol,irtue.,llone. As r,r,as the custom of the dar,, the 47 piccc sct was

sent to China to be painted and flred.

The apple green and gold service by Sèwes is particularly unusual in colour.

It is belier,ed to have bcen a gilt lrom

Louis XVI, designccl bv the King and

thr: 2nd Earl together; although

ncithcr u-ould then

havc knou'n that

arsernic in thc green

paint madc the

ser vice

potentiallv

lethai.
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i{rnrsav paintcd the 2nd Earl (displaved on the

:r 1759 rvhen he r,vas still Viscount Stormont.

' ,rtra,r'ed as a man of opcnness and charm,

. cntirclv fitting lor a distinguished dipkrmat.

- Iurorvn to be highlv intelligent, and rvas much

I firr his sharp rvit and reflned taste.

.- rlso evidcntlv not averse to thc more sumptuous

.. of ol}lce, such as the magnificent bed canop1,,

:c u ith royal coat of arms. This lr.as converted

. J number ol'inlclcst.ins

.. rn this room.

. :e.: building 3rd Earl and

l,^rh br Hoppner. h.rng

- re of the fireplace.

: Earl's sister-in-la-nr-,

,:rtitul Mrs Graham', sat

: :ll lor Gainsborough.

, )\\ ager Ladv Mansfield,

:' of thc prescnt Earl,

u'as painted bv her godson Douglas Ancierson, a pupil ol

Annigoni. But perhaps the most intriguing of all is the

Zollanv portrait of Lady Elizabcth Murrav. Shc is

accompanied bv an attractive young black girl rvho

appears in the painting to be her attendant but u as in

lact her cousin and plavmatc, Elizabcth Diclo Bcllc.

Dicrlo's natural làthcr, Sir John Linclsar', a captain in the

Roval Navr', s'as a ncpheu of the 1st Earl, as lras

Elizabeth's fàther, tht- .\mbassaclor, later 2ncl Earl. Both

girls n'ere being carcd lor at Kcnu-ood bv their mutual

great-unclc, thc Lord Chief Justice, u.ho lelt Dido !500

and an annuitv of t100 rvhcn hc clied in 1793.

The Lat\, Eltzabeth tl,lurrav (daughter of the.4mbassador,

later 2ntl Earl) vrith Dido, by Zürry.
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Er the hryo state bed canopies he

uld have had in his possession

::ng his ambassadorships in

:nna and Paris.
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It1 Tnr INNTLHALL
and Chinese porcelain. The cabinets themselves

incorporate panels from Chinese lacquered screens and

are complimented bY

a pair ofbiack

lacquered RegencY

chiffoniers in Brighton

Pavilion design. At

the far end of the

hall stands a Pair of

late 18th century

French Boullework

marriage caskets.

Lapis lazult cabinet

,Monkeys bv Davjd knien theYounger

Like thc Ante-Room, this long inner halhvav also bears

strong cchocs of the cloistercd, monastic feel of the

ancient abbcv. But there is nothing monastic about its

ccutcnts, u-ith the ornate Italian, Frcnch and Oriental

firrniture, the animal exhibits and paintings'

Tl're tu'o brorvn trears lr'erc shot bv the Hon Sir Lancelot

Carnegie, the prescnt Earl's maternal grandfather' rvhen

hc u-as secrctarv at the British Embassv in Moscou in

1908. The paintings of clromeclaries and monkcys bv

thc 17th crenturv Fiemish artist DavidTêniers' rvere

bought for the 3rd Earl in 1810

byWiltiam Seguier, the first

Keeper of the National GallerY

in London. Where the Pair of

elephant skulls came from, no

one knows.

Sir Lancelot later fisited China

r, lr.t,' he acquired tht' imposing

l,l.r, k l.r, qu.red . al'in, ts'

These house a fine collection of

lSth at-rcl 19th centur-v ]apanese
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Tnr LoNG GaLLELY

As a r,isitor to thc meclicr-al house, first as guest of thc

Gor'r'ries, latcr of tl-re Murravs, James VI lvould har.e

strolled in this rcmarkable gallcrr.u,hich u,as then

decoratecl u.ith murals of hunting sccncrs, obliginglv

lèaturing James himsdf as the principal huntsman.

Thcse uere sadlv lost during the rebuilding, dur: to thc

lnisunderstanrling bctlveen Atkinson and his clcrk of

u.orks. llut the gallcrv's extraordinarv proportions

rcmain at nearlv 150 fèet (,15 metres) it is thc longe-st

roorn of anv housc in Scotland and thc scnsc of'history

hangs pa[ablv bcneath its imposing fàn r,aulting.

Hcre Charlcs II u.alkecl in procession on thc u.av to his

coronation on M<>ot Hill. Here the Okl Pretender,

Jamcs Edu-ard Stuart, au'aited a coronation that u.as not

to be. Ancl hcrc QueenVictoria and Princc Albert

u'itncsscd an incloor curling clcmonstration on the highlv

polishccl oak ancl bog oak rrarqlletrv 11oor, a rclic of the

earlier house clating I)'om 1 580. Follox ing thc displar',

Prince Âlbcrt agreed to bccomc first president of thc

Roval Caledonian Clurling Club.

C)n less lirrmal occasions, Iàmilv ancl guests u.ould have

used the gallcrv lor taking cxercisc rvhen the u.eather

\\'as poor. Thcv might also har.c gathcrccl fbr recitals on

thc magniliccnt organ that dominatcs thc gallcrv's u.est

end, a birthdav gift from the 3rcl Earl to his u-ifle.

Made in 1 81 3 bv Thomas Elliott, an En.qlish organ

builcler, ancl installed bv a specialist lromYork Minstcr,

it rc'rliains in its original condition apart lrom the

aclclition of an t-lcctric làn. Thc organ is still rcgularlr

plared at the u'ecldings that are helcl in thc Long Gallerr'.

An'ror-rg the Lon-q Ga11en''s rnanv trcasurcs, the most

clistinclive nrust bt: the unique collectic»r of Vcrnis

N'lartin vases and ornaments. The 70 pieces u-ere

originalll part of'a 120-piccc sct. The remaining piecrs

n erc bought l>v the Czar o1'Russia ar-rcl housed at The

Hermitage in St Petcrsburg until thev r.anishecl in 191.7 .
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Yernis llartin is heayilr,

r.arnishecl and highl_v

Jt tot'.r1ed ptpicr màchc.

'l-he tcchniclue u.as

originallv developcd lirr

producing, amongst other

things, strong but

lightueight pancls lbr

carriages and sedan chairs.

Tl-re yarnish u.as also useal as

a l'all cor,ering fbr rooms.

Thc tcchniqtLe u.as pcrlcctcd in

thc 1720s, at thc time of

l.ouis X\', bv the Martin

brothcrs of Paris u-ho used

it to crcate a \.ast range ()f

làshionable ohi ets,l' rtrt.

. ( )rate(l bv lcading contemp()rar_y artists, embcllishcd

: trrounted w,ith silr.er ancl gold, the largcst picccs in

\conc collection u.ere dcsignecl so as not to bc

:rtid bv the palatial surrounilings of Fontaincblcu

: \êrsailles. But such l.as the 1 Sth ccnturv r.oguc for

:.nrs N,lartin lacquer that it ended up being applied to

n. concr:ir.ablc object, no matter hou, small.

,1- r: .Tnr Slip GaLLERy

On 6 Scptcmber 1842, QueenVictoria uoulcl have

made hcr u av dou n this short hallu.ar. as shc rctircd to

thc suite of'rooms that had bcr.:r'r speciallv preparetl lbr

hcr i isit to Sconc.

C)n l-rer s'al sht- miglrt hai-c pausccl to glance at the

Italian alabaster pancrls clepicting the coats of arms of

Dar.id Murrar., the 1st Lorcl Sconc, ancl his *'ife

Elizabeth Bctoun, u,hom hc marriccl in 1604.

Carved bv thc same artist u.ho crcatccl the monument in

the Chapel, thcsc- r.,'ere probablv r,.:movccl from the

n.reclier.al building and installed in thc Slip Gallcrv bv the

lrd Earl.

La,h Sttsan .llurrtty
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vEEN VicTonja
SviTr
Thc Queen had requcstcd

ground floor apartmcnts

bccausc she prelerred not t<r

slccp on an upper 11oor.

These three pleasant south-

1àcing rooms u'ere dulv

conr-crtccl into a lroudoir firr

h-t'.,, l,c,lt,,,rttt. Jn(l a,lr-r*inq

room lbr Prince .\lbcrt.

lbdav the rooms har,e been rearranged. What rr.as the

Quccn's boudoir nou' contains thc bccl, hangings and

curtains, all speciallv madc lbr the roval visit. What

u'as the betlroom is nou.ust-cl firr small prir.atc

functions, clccoratccl in a moclern recre-ation o['tl-rc

cok,urs ancl Scottish rnotils popular

at thc tinrc. Thc thircl roorn,

Princr: Albcrt's drcssing room, no\\'

houscs moclels of both the medieval

house and the gothic palacc, as u.cll

as maps, plans and lctters

connected rvlth the rcbuilcling.

N ccd lepoint Firescreen

shoning the Ro,tal

Codt ol Àrms.

,1 commemoratjre displq' ol'thc v)sit ro Sccrnc l,r Qrccn Iictrriu
antl Prince .7lbert.
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,+- -rIHE LENNOX oom
This room is named altcr thc Duke of Lennox u.ho u.as the great

lriend of JamcsVI, and so a fiequent r.isitor to the medieval house

in the davs ofthe lstViscount Stormont. Its contents todav are

rich n'ith roval associations.

Thc- gateleg oak table is said to havc. belonged to JamesVI u'ho

presented it as a gilt to his host. The oak arrnchair u.as used half a

(enturv later bv Charlcs II u.herr he camc to Sconc to be cnrrr.ncd.

It sccn.rs likeh, that the largc u.all hanging,

sho\f ing lfusrri. e and ,llercs' cn'rbracing, u,as

commissioned 6t iYIarS' Qteen oJ'

Scots, n'hile the embroiclcrcd becl

han-qings were ahrost ccrtainlr uorkerl Lrr'

thc Qucen herself, toqethcr l ith l'rer

ladics, pt-rhaps during her inrprisonment in

Loch Letrn Castlc.

Be J hanginl1 vtorked on h .llar,v Qrecn of'Scors,

tltu'in51 her imprisonment in Loth Leten Castle.
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lcriirl r ien o/-§cone Polttte sho»ing the Chdpel on 'lI()at Hjll

,J- ^I HE LHAPEL

As rvell as bcing a chapel, this small gothic building

crommemorates a grc:at act of rcconciliation Thc Italian

alabastcr monument insidc clepicts David Murrav,

l st Viscount Stormont, kneeling in praver betu'ecn the

ligurcs of his tuo grcat frientls, thc Marcluis of

Tüllibarcljne and the Earl Marischal, u'hose long and

bitter fêutl he hacl helped to resolvc in the carlv

1 6th centurv.

Contcmporat-v drau'ings suggest that thcre u'as a

buililing of some kind herr: in the 1st Lord Stornront's

time, ancl parish rccorcls tell of the fïrst parish church

being lruilt hr:re in 1621 on u'hat rvas probablv thc sitc

of thc carll Culdec settlcment. Thc church u'as

rcmoclellccl as a gothic chapcl bv William Atkinson in

thc lrcl Earl's dav to complement the stvlc of the house'

The alabaster monumcnt u'as maclr-' bv the great London

scu$tor Marimilian Clolt in 1618. Toclai'the

Irresbvterian chapel is usecl bv the fâmili'lor privatc

scrvicr:s, ancl also bv the parish of C)ld Scone clrtrrch'

T he ltdli an.1l abaster Lnonunent by

the sculptor .lldximiljan Calt. in

1 6I E , in menorl' of Dov)cl -llurru.

lsr Ilscounr Slorntonr'

The 5lothic chapel on ,Moot Hill,

rentotlcllerl b,yl'l:illiant ,ltfunson-for the 3tJ Eatl

,rl

ItlooT Hirl
It Lakes onlv a little itnagir-ration to llicturc a throng "f
n'reclicr-al lorcls and bishops on the mound tl-rat rises

outside the e-ntrance- to the palacc, solcrlnlr,' attcnJing

the coronation of a Scottish king, or pttrhaps morc'

noisilv voicing thcir opinions at a parliarnent.

This is the Moot Hill of Scone, built in earlv times as a

rnottc and baillie. It is also knolvn as the Boot Hill'

Thc storv goes that the noblemen of medieval Scotland

\\-ere supp()secl to su'ear iovaltv to tht- king on thtir ou-n

lancls, but sincc that uoulrl har-e inr-olvcd thc kinq in

pcrilor-rs iourtrcvs thror-rghout his kingdom, the notrlcs

insteacl brought a snrall piccc of their oun trarth uith

thcrn in tl're binclings of thcir boots, and er.rrPtic(l it o1l

thc rnouncl at thc appropriatc rnoment.

Ihrliarnc'nts ucre hclcl at Scone tretu'een 1210 and

1 .15 2 . The souncl of a bell uould havc been làmiliar on

.\loot Hill as it rang or.rt to signilv the promulgation of

cach new lau-. In rlue coursc the phrasc'thc bell of

\!olr('! caITIe to mean'thc lalr. of thc land'.

Parliaments also met to hear accusations of treason'

These u'ere settled byTiial of Combat and Ordeal on a

nearbt island in the river. Here also the early Kings

\echtan of the Picts and Constantine of the Scots both

made important affirmations of faith, as reflected in

another o[ the mound's many names, The Hill of Beiief
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The 1|ravt1,ard oJ'the rilla5ye of' Scone.

AnBEY .& GaRDENS

It is nr:arl.n ninr: hundrt:cl years sincc the Augustinian

monks first bcgan tenrling thc land arouncl their abbcr'.

lbdav the abber,is gone ancl thc grounds bcar uitncss to

ther carlv 19th ccnturv vision ofthe 3rd Earl's landscape

dcsigner, John Loudon. But l>encath thc grass and

among the trees, u.ithin sight of thc palacc, thcrc are

still manr. rcminders of Scr»rc's more distant past.

If t'ou r'r.erc to stand on *'hat are no\\, thc lront steps of

thc palacc, the abbcv u.oulcl oncc har,c risen across thcr

lan.ns Lrcfbre rtru. Bevontl uoulcl har.c bustlccl the

r.illage of Scone, gracluallv sprarl-ling out through the

ccnturies until at its peak, in the 1790s, it had more

than 1400 inhalritants. Tcn ,r,cars latcr, horvcr,er.

.[he 
,llercat Cross. it had disappearccl

con'rpletelv, knockccl

clou.n and rcbuilt on its

ne-u' sitc at Ncu, Sconc,

tuo miles au.a'n'. Ttldav

onlv the Mercat Cross

ancl grar-cvard testilv to

its existcrnce.

Tl'rc nearbr, 16th

ccnturv archrl'a1.,

meanlr.hile, is all that

remains of thc approach

to thc building.

'fhe trces at Scone lirrgc another strong link u,ith thc

past, li'onr the flnc okl cedars of Lebanon arour-rrl the

chapel, to the rarc- and cxotic conifers in the ,lth Earl's

mid-l9th crcntury pinetum. There arc no lormal

gardcns at Scone, but the natural surrour-rrlings of the

uooclland gardens u,ith their bordcrs, flou'cr-ing shrubs

and trec.s crreatc a delightiullr pcacetul sctting firr

stlolling or picnicking.

,*,enue oJ Noà1c Firs 1n the l9th centurl Pinetum.

The l6th enturt' Ltrchw(lt.
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The olLl ccdttrs oJ Lebanon orountl the chapel on -ltoot Ilill.
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Davip DovGLAS

.\n.rong the finest of all the trees at Scone is a giant Douglas Fir. It is prizccl not just lor its sizc, but because it r'vas

raised lrom the first seed sent home from North America in 1826 bv thc man altcr u.hom it is named, Dar.id L)oug1as.

This làmous early nineteenth century explorer and botanist u.as himself a son of Scone.

Dar-icl Douglas w.as born in the village of Scone in 1799 and u'orked as an under gardener in the ncrvlv-landscaped

palace grounds. He latcr u.ent to u.ork at the Botanical Gardens in Glasgorv

rvhere his talent lr.as quickll' noticcd and he u.as sent to North America as a

collector lor thc Royal Horticultural Societv. In the course of onlv a feu'

vcars he scnt back over 200 ne'rv spccies ofplants. Lupins, phlox,

sunfÏrr'r.crs, caiifornian popp)', mimuius, florvering currant and

snou-bcrrv are just a lèrv of the common plants hr: discor,ered.

Hc is lnost làmous though firr thc giant cnnif-cr s'hich he initiallv

narrred Pseudotwga nenziesii alter its cliscor.crcr, Archibald Menzics

ofAberfelclv, anothcr Scot, u.ho had sailcd to the Pacific coast

rr ith ( .ipt.rin Vant,,urt r'.

Douglas traiellecl u.iclelv ancl aclventurouslv, from Oregon to

Hudson's Bav and even Hau.aii, recording and collecting plants

n.herever he rvent. His journevs took him through unmapped

fbre-st and to thc summits of prcviouslv unscaled mountains.

Alter surr.iying many dangers he 1èll, in suspicious

circumstances, into a pit that had been dug as an anirnal trrp.

Herc ire \ras tragicalh qored to death bv a s'ild

bison bull that hacl also tàllen into

the pit. He u.as onlr, 36 r'cars olcl

.1 pencil sketch oJ Darid l)oug1a.s f l.S.
( 1 7 99 - 1 8 31) b;, hs ùece,;l,Iisr..'1tÀinson.
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Tnr Ilitszr Sculpture of
:lresthusa in the

centre o-f the mtrzc.

The Sconc Maze is designcd in the shape of the fir.e-

pointccl star that features in thc Murrar, Iàmily crest, and

àppears as a motif'throughout tl-re palace. Thc rlaze

comprises 2,000 beech trees, half of them greren, half of

thr:m coppcr, planted in such a \\:a\.as to crcate a uniquc

tartan cflcct.

The Sconc Maze is the u.ork of contemporary mazc

dcsigner, Aclrian Fishcr. It is 215 lèct across and has at

its centre a pcntagonal lbuntain br- sculptor [)ar.itl

Williams-Ellis. ln the earlv clavs o| its gror,r.th thc

r,oung bccch trecs proved irresistible to the krcal roe

cleer pcpulation, until thcv *.erc eventualj\, scared olI br.

fragrant offerings from thc lions of Edinburgh Zoo.

The sitc of the maze is thc ancicnt arca of flat ground

knolr"n originallv as the-- Monks' Plavgreen. It w.as hcre,

until the sacking of thc Abbo. of Scone in 1559, that the

monks plavcd their ou.n r.ersion of f'ootball.

The maze on the monk.s' playSlreen;.Jrom the air t.he

dfferent colours ot' beech tree can be easily Jistinguishetl.
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