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From an estimated 60 million bison, no more than a thousand could be found on the Great Plains ur 1900. The slaugl

was not limited to bison alone. The Wichita s original subspecies of elh was hunted out in 1881. The giant bronze turl
no longer gobbled along the creek bottom5. 1\'ith such alarming losses, new conservation ideas u'ere needed to preserv

America's wildl ife heritage.

One idea was land protection. President William MclGnlev set aside these mountains as a Forest Reserue in I 901 . Then Theodore Roos

renamed it a Gamê Preserve in 1905, lt is the oldest managed rvildlife preserve in the United States.

Another ldea rvas to restock the animals. Fifteen bison rt er. L'lonated from the New York

Zoological Societv and arrived at the Preserve via the Cacie railhead in October 1907.

Merriam's elkwas already extinct, but Rockv Mountain elk lrom Jackson Hole, Wyoming
were later established hére. After turkeys üere transplantr'l fiom Missouri and'Texas,-

the land once again resounded u,ith gobbles, bugles and b,.ilows.

Today the 59,020-acre Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refug: hosts â rare piece of the

past - a remnant mi-xed grass prairie. This Refuge is an isl;nd where the natural carpet

ofgrass escaped destruction because the rocks underfoot c.etèated the plow
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The prairie community hums with life. The Refuge provides

habitat for large native grazing animals and lexas Longhorn
cattle. Bison, e1h, deer, covotes, red-tailed li.l'ks, prairie dogs,

turkev bunch grasses, postoaks and blacltjacks - these are iust
a ferv. More than 50 mâmmal, 240 bird, 61 Leptile and
amphibian, 36 fish, and 806 plant species thiive on this vitallv
important Refuge.

The Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge is ,..,ne unit within a

much larger NationalWildlife Refuge System administered by
the U.S. Fish &Wildlife Seivice. Scattered rluoughout 50

states and 5 territories, national refuges are maintained for the

preservation of balanced ecological commuuities and native

wildlife species. The System protects all forms of r,vildlife in
over 500 units totaling 92 million acres.
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Binocuiars, spotting scopes and telephoto
disturbing the animals.If vou are too

. t ..: ,,, ltv is best observed early in the moming or at dtL.k.

r.. ::, ',ril heip n'ith identification of u,ildlife aid u,ilclt-lou ers.

:- ':,.::'.. t.rke drinhingwater, compass aud a companion. Be
: :,',1:,.Set tinles.

r. :;, ,P1.- n ho lnav also be enjoving the Refuge. If vou are ror,
.', -.. r'urn evervone's opportunitrr for natnral, rela-red

r-s .1nrl photographs. Stewardship taltes rnanv forr.ns. bLrr

.: s rrn ethic. Respect your Refuge and the people an.r
t'.1 r Si S.
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P:esidr-nts Mcl(inley and Roosevelt did not loow
'. iL {,r nte. hut rhei'did know this Refuge would
be a lasting part of each American's heritage. it
r. u1. 16 \'ou ro assure this piecious national
Ileirsure remains as clean and wild as they had
i::tcrtdrd. For in past historv, u,e learn of things
\ er to cor.rle. For our responsible actions today,
r part of \.esterday wiil be alive tomorro\Àr
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other recreational tise.. Picr'ic.onq
is ava lable al four Iocation. i::rrc
hildn11 trails are establisherl ..rrc

ov€r -,0 miles of par ed roads ri-rll

help r ou access the Public L .r
ponir 'n of the Refuge. C"r:rf irri ar

Doris Campground inciutles
primi.ir.e to electric hookup 5i1s5.

A mo,lern sholler facilin- and clean

restro )nrs are provided ilrrrc. Br resellation, vourgr^oup can rent priyate picnic
areas. group campsites. and r-outli camping areas.

The remainder of the Refuge, the Special Use fuea, is set aside for big game,
eagles and other forms of u'ildlife that need large undisturbed areas. Tours and
educarion progrâilts into this areâ are offered seasonally bv reservation. The
annu: l tour schedule notes the programs in the Specral Use fuea.

Bring vour binoculars. Most nildlife ârr- \\ rl'\' r,i ]lrmans.
camera lenses wili help vorL get a close-up r :er'. ,r irhor.rr

close, the animals will either flee oi fighr.
ne ither r,ery helpful to r.ierving.
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